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The Gwillim Project, which centres around the unpublished correspondence and 
artwork of two sisters who lived in Madras at the beginning of the nineteenth century, 
brings together an international network of scholars from diverse fields in order to 
explore the collections from multiple perspectives. In this panel, curated by A. 
Srivathsan, Vikram Bhatt uses the sister's paintings and correspondence to examine the 
built environment of early nineteenth century Madras. Vinita Damodaran gives us an 
insight into the natural environment in the same period.
Prof. A. Srivathsan is an architect and urban designer, and currently the Executive Director, Centre for 
Research on Architecture and Urbanism, CEPT University Ahmedabad. His research and writing include the 
themes of urban history and planning and contemporary architectural practices. Srivathsan has co-edited 
the recently published book titled The Contemporary Hindu Temple- Fragments for a History published by 
Marg. His current work includes a book on Chennai’s planning history.

Prof. Vikram Bhatt is a Professor of Architecture, McGill University, where he teaches courses in urban 
design and housing. Born and raised in India, Bhatt graduated from the prestigious Ahmedabad School of 
Architecture, Centre for Environmental Planning and Technology (CEPT University) in 1973. He obtained 
his Masters of Architecture from McGill University in 1975. After, briefly from 1977-78, working for the 
International Development Research Centre he rejoined the School of Architecture at McGill, where since 
1988, he has also led the MCHG activities focusing attention on the shelter problems of poor. Currently, he 
is working on the question of food security and urban sustainability both in North America and abroad, 
particularly in informal housing in developing countries.

Prof. Vinita Damodaran is a historian of modern India, interested in sustainable development dialogues in 
the global South. Her work ranges from the social and political history of Bihar to the environmental 
history of South Asia, including using historical records to understand climate change in the Indian Ocean 
World. An experienced researcher and teacher, she has an M.Phil from JNU and a PhD from Cambridge. 
She is the director of the Centre for World Environmental History at Sussex, and is also the author of 
several articles in established journals.


