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[From Mary Symonds to her Sister, Hester "Hetty" Symonds James, Madras, February 
11, 1802] 

 
(1) My Dear Hetty, 

 
I have written several letters to you since my arrival in this country or rather have scrawled over several 
sheets of paper and I fear I shall go on in the same slovenly manner for I cannot persuade myself 
to begin to write till the ships are almost ready to sail and when I do begin I find I have so much to say 
to you that I have no patience to write well. It was a great satisfaction to us to receive a letter from 
you by the Apollo tho' the information we gained by it was not so satisfactory as we hoped it might 
have been by the time it was dated for how you could have kept up till so late in May I cannot conceive. 
We had great pleasure in hearing of Miss James and Miss Turners[?] spending the spring with you as 
James must have had fine walks and plenty of amusement in shewing them the Lyons about London.1 I 
have seen them both, but it is a long time since I saw Miss James it was when she was at scholl [sic] at 
Miss Williams's, she was then a very handsome girl and I dare say she is much improved since that time. 
Your new drawing room will be an additional inducement to me to endeavour at improving 
myself in drawing. I am at present incapable of giving you any satisfactory representations of this 
country or of the people and consequently cannot send you any thing that will be worthy of a place on 
the wall. but my anxiety to give you an accurate idea of these people makes me send you some little 
daubs from time to time by way of illustration to our letters. Now we are pretty well settled I hope to 
get a good deal of time for drawing and as we have peace with France I suppose our opportunities of 
sending and receiving letters will be much more frequent, this letter will be sent by the Sir Stephen 
Lushington (2) she was one of the fleet we came out with. I sent a letter to you on our arrival here, by a 
Mr. Williams who went home in the [** left blank**] 

he was a Shipmate of ours when I entrusted my packet to him I believed him to be 
unfortunate in being obliged to return so soon but I afterwards learned that he is a most 
abominable fellow I hope he did not contrive to scrape any acquaintance with you. Captain Mash 
arrived here yesterday, Feb. 5th and I have this morning had the pleasure of reading two letters from you 
(the last of which is dated August 29th) one from my mother, one from Mrs. Morgan some from Mrs. 
Chambers, &c. &c. I thank God heartily for the comfortable news you tell me of your own and the dear 
little boy's health indeed your letters are much more pleasing to me than all the publick news in the 
World so do not waste time and paper in apologies on 
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that account. a packet of newspapers when ever you have an opportunity of sending them will afford us a 
great deal of amusement and give us all those particular circumstances, most of the great events which 
take place in Europe are sent here over Land to the Government and to several great merchants houses 
who have regular corrispondence [sic]. A chit chat latter which seems to place us amongst you all, is 
what we most desire to receive. I intreat [sic] you to continue your present plan of telling us all that 
occurs for if it were not for your letters we should feel ourselves quite friendless and forgot; not a word 
have we had the Brompton family, 2 nor have Sir Henrys family troubled him with any heavy packets. a 
little of Mr: Johns humour would be very acceptable and would enliven us much, I am very happy to 
hear that he is about to be married, if it is true I suppose you will see the lady and pray give us some 
account of her 
(3) for I dare say he will not give himself the trouble to gratify our curiosity with any particulars and I 
have reason to think he will not even give me an opportunity of congratulating him. you will now be 
able to judge of his true character, he used to appear very differently at home and abroad, if he receives 
his friends in the same cold manner in his own house as he used to do in his fathers I suppose it will no 
longer be attributed to the restraint he is under from those he lives with.-notwithstanding all his 
uncertainty I have however a great regard for him and wish him all the happiness in the world, and 
should I ever be fortunate enough to have a house in England he will be a very wellcome [sic] guest. I 
intend writing to G. Samuel by this ship because I think he will be glad to hear from me tho he has 
not asked me to write his time is very precious and therfore [sic] I shall not expect to hear much 
from him. -- 

You have not mentioned Mrs. Burnsides death in any of your letters nor does Mrs: Shepheard 
say any thing of it in hers this I am much surprised at as I saw it in a newspaper of the latter end of April 
1801, which was you know soon after we left England. I often wish to give you some Idea of our 
acquaintance here but at (sometimes?) it appears a very difficult undertaking and at others a very 
useless one yet it may be pleasant to you to know who they are and you may occasionaly [sic] meet with 
some of their connexions one name I know I have heard James mention as well known in the muslin 
world a Mr. & Mrs. Brown he is a son of Brown of the firm of Brown & Rogers, we are not very 
intimate with the lady as she was near lying in when we arrived and has not been out much since she 
recovered he is a fine young man rather dashing and we are told he was very much so before he married 
and was a (4) good deal in debt she was a Miss Sewel a relation of one of the first merchants here. 
another of our acquaintances is a Mrs. Chinery who may be a relation of your friend of that name for 
ought [sic] I know I am told she is the daughter of an Inn keeper on the road near Stamford Bridge, she 
is however one of the finest Ladies in this place. They give splendid balls and it is observed of the lady 
that she wears the most expensive dresses of any body and seldom appears twice in the same. But the 
grand lady of all is a Mrs. Dick her husband is the highest member of counsil [sic] who is married, in 
consequence of which she takes place of every body in the settlement just as the Lady Mayoress does in 
the City I believe he is very rich, she is rather pretty and at least 20 years younger than he is; her father is a 
Taylor at Charing Cross his name is Douglas she has a brother here a writer. Living with Mrs. Dick is a 
Miss Boydell a niece of the Aldermans she is about fifty years old she came out here about a year or two 
ago with Mrs. D.- she dances away at the balls and attends all the publick amusements of the place, some 
people say she is a good sort of woman and only came here at the particular request of Mrs. D with whom 
she had 

 
2 See Thoburn. 



been very intimate for some time, but others are of opinion that she intends to captivate. The most 
intimate acquaintances I have are the three daughters of a Mr. Westcot his wife died about a year ago. 
The eldest of the young ladies is about 20, the second is 18 & the youngest 13 years old. They have with 
them a governess a Miss Williams she is rather a handsome girl and clever enough but has a good deal of 
the Godwinian3 shool [sic] and the modern dash. (5) Two of the young ladies were married on the last 
day of the year. The eldest to a Mr. Maitland a merchant in a considerable house here he is about 43 
years old, we think Mrs. M- very much like Lizzy Thoburn in her person but it is only in her person 
for her manners are exactly opposite, for as Liz is too anxious a temper to let herself be comfortable, so 
this good lady is so very easy and indifferent that she takes no pains at all to make her friends comfortable 
besides this she is very vain and not very wise. The second who is married to a Mr. Rowley a rich 
companies servant is remarkably plain in her person, she has not however her sisters faults she is attentive 
enough, and her husband is remarkably so and a very good natured man, he has settled 10 thousand 
pounds upon her which sum was paid into the hands of trustees before the weding [sic] he is a young man 
about the midway betwen [sic] 40 and 50 or rather nearer to the latter number of years. I have not 
chosen this family for intimases [sic] on account of their merit for I do not much delight in them but 
their father was particularly attentive and kind to us when we first arrived here and continues to be so 
he has been extremely desirous that his daughters should be very much with us, and Mr Rowley is the 
same. Mr. Westcot is a very proud old man he ranks very high in the civil service of the company (6) 
and was very rich at one time but he lost all his property by some speculation. I fear I shall tire you with 
descriptions of people you know nothing about but you may read them at your leisure or let it 
alone altogether if you like. We have a great many more white faced ladies for the society here is very 
large, but at least half the women are half cast, that is they are the children of English men by black 
women; these girls are sent home to England, to be educated as it is called, that is to learn to dance to 
squall and to strum I have not met with one tolerable voice in the place amongst the women. Sir 
Benjn Sulivans family are very numerous and very curious, two daughters and a son arrived here 
since we did, he has a son and daughter, one of the girls who is lately arrived, these are half cast, the other 
girl is just fifteen, and her brother a man of about 20, are children by a french woman whom he met 
with in Germany, she had been a kept Mistress of the Emperor Joseph, he brought her here as his wife 
and she was receiv'd as such, however she grew tired of her spouse, and went off to England with 
another Gentleman who now keeps her in London, soon after this affair took place Mr. S-- married a 
lady here stating that he was divorced by the Archbishop of Paris. by his wife, he has had ten children, 6 
of them are living with her in England, where she is gone to (7) superintend their education. Most of the 
civilians have these blackey families, the misses are sent home to learn to give themselves a few airs and 
then return here to be provided for by marrying military men up the country. when this work is 
performed a man of about 60 is at liberty to return to England with a pretty young wife and a family of 
small children!!! You will wonder why I say the Civilians have half cast children to provide for more 
particularly than the military men. The reason is that the latter are always moving from one station to 
another and the children are forgot or perhaps never known to them at all, besides which the Military 
young men have not as good incomes and therfore [sic] cannot afford to educate and provide for them. 
We have had a great deal of amusment 

 
3 Likely a reference to William Godwin's ideas. See Wikipedia entry. 



[sic] going forward most of it I have been to but the evenings and mornings are so cold that Betsy has 
not been able to bear them, at first all the medical people advised her to rise early and drive out before 
breakfast but she caught cold every time she tried so Mr. Ord who attends her, observing that, has 
advised her not to rise till the sun has been up some time and always to take a cup of coffee first. I must tell 
you that Mr. Ord has a Brother in Cheapside, I recollect the name on a sign John Ord & Comy, but I 
do not remember what trade it is but I believe a considerable one.-- 

(8) But to return to the pleasures of the place. I must tell you that I have a great many good 
friends who are always ready in offering to carry me with them to any Balls or shows that are going 
forward, I have chosen one Lady, my near neighbour with whom I generally go Mrs. Trent the wife of 
General Trent she is a very quiet pleasant woman and rather pretty they have been in England and 
returned to this Country about 2 years ago. They intend to return home in another year. The officers of the 
Scotch Brigade gave a Ball on St. Andrews day and a very grand supper under tents in the garden. The 
Nabob4 and all his attendants were there they were all dressed very fine some in shawl dresses with 
embroidered silver sashes and turbans. The Nabob wore a muslin dress richly ornamented with silver, 
a sash all of silver and a turban the same, besides a great quantity of jewels and the plume which was 
presented to him by the governor at his coronation. I believe I have not written to you any account of the 
Nabob, he did Sir Henry the honor to write him a friendly note, requesting him to fix a time when he 
might pay us a visit, the next morning being fixed he came to breakfast, with his son and about 60 
attendants, about 6 of whom were of high rank and sat down to the table with him, he is a very fat tall 
young man rather of a lively countenance. he talks (9) a great deal and eats voratiously [sic]. Betsy 
expressed a wish to see some of the largest Elephants, and he very politely sent 9 the next morning, all 
richly caparisoned and their faces beautifully painted in scrolls winding in the course of the muscles. I 
mounted one, the Elephant kneels down and a step ladder is placed against his side for one to mount, the 
rider or driver sits on the neck behind him is a seat divided in 2 two square appartments [sic], these are 
lined with rich silk or velvet, (that I was in was green velvet) with cusshions [sic] of the same to support 
the back and arms each of the apartments holds two persons very comodiously [sic] but you must squat 
like a taylor. Over the seat is a dome supported by four small pillars at the corners, the dome is lined with 
velvet richly ornamented with gold stars, it is also fringed with deep gold fringe and a great many large 
gold tassels about it, when you are seated and the steps replaced on the animals side under a rich cloth 
which covers him all over, he rises up with a motion just like the rocking of a ship and you are forced to 
hold fast whilst he rises or you would be thrown out, when he is up he trotts [sic] tolerably fast, and the 
motion is easy and pleasant enough. I think it must be an agreable [sic] way of traveling as they are very 
sure footed and one should see the country all around. (10) 

The Free Masons gave a grand Ball and supper on St. Johns Day all the gentlemen of the lodge 
appeared in their jewels and all their ensignia their wives were distinguished by blue and silver sashes 
and blue ribbands embroidered with different devices in silver relating to the rank of their husbands in 
the Lodge The rooms were decorated with festoons of blue silk, and painted transparencies5 Lord Clive 
gave a Ball on the Queens Birthday in the same style as the others, the supper was in the garden, under 
tents. I have lately been three mornings to the 
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5 Transparencies were painted on translucent cloth or paper. See 
http://shannonselin.com/2016/10/illuminations-transparencies/ 



races and you will be surprised when I tell you I have been almost starved with cold tho I had on a cloake, 
and a double shawl I set out from home at 5 in the morning as we have six miles to drive to the race 
stand. The sun rises at a little past six oclock but there is so much dew at this time of the year that it has 
very little power till 8 or nine; I am no judge of the racing sport but I believe the two first days it was 
was [sic] very good, the third however was the most amusing to me as there were several absurd poney 
races, and what was very curious and quite laughable a Camel race, and an Elephant race. The Elephants 
besides their riders had each a man pulling them by the tail and belabouring their sides with a large stick, 
but no one attempted to get the start of the other. They all made as much haste as they could and came in, 
in the same order they went (11) out. The veranda which is build [sic] for the accomodation [sic] of the 
company is in a most beautiful situation commanding a very fine view; if I had Mrs. Ratcliffs6 pen I 
would describe it but but as you see mine is a very sorry one I cannot undertake such a task. 

I assure you my finery wears out apace and one wants a great variety for meeting the same 
people everyday. Pray call on Mr. Wilby and get a small stock of ornaments from him when you send 
for what I had from him have been very usefull I should like a few things from the jewelers but not very 
expensive ones at Dyde & Scribes and such places you will meet with fancy beads which are much 
esteemed here my brown beads are much admired which I bought there, I think they called them 
Egyptian. be sure send me some necklace and bracelets of the patent pearls I should like the necklace 
to be about the size of a pea each bead and the bracelets smaller about 3 rows each if the small 
clasps are worn if not you will buy them of one row or ten rows according to the fashion a pair or two of 
the patent pearl drops for earrings. do not buy any of the pearl beads smaller than this O [drawing of 
bead] for the very small real pearls in this country are not dear but of a large size they are immence [sic].7 

Betsy has some of the patent which she brought out with her and she is the only person who has them 
here, even the Pearle (12) merchants take them for real, one told Betsy that her plain drop earrings were 
worth 900 pagodas8 and he would not believe they were false till he weighed them. 

All our cloaths have been very much admired and borrowed by twenty people for patterns, 
now you know we did go about a good deal for them and got all the varieties we could. But the 
people who send out things to their friends here in general do not chose [sic] well. They buy the 
dearest things they can get and by that means all get the same things I am very glad I did not afford a 
patent Lace gown here are several and a prety [sic] English muslin smartly made and trimed [sic] is 
thought quite as much of, a variety of taste in the make and triming [sic] is every thing, be sure send 
flowers and fancy feathers. And some shoes and gloves occasionally and dont forget the Magazine of 
the fashions, that we may see how to put them on. I should like somthing [sic] made at Mrs. Lancasters 
now and then. The people all have Miss Braces things here and Miss French I like to have mine 
different if I can- 

I shall send with this a drawing which Betsy has written a description of12 therfore [sic] I need 
not say any thing on the subject but that it is sad representation I shall also send the old Taylor who 
works in the house Betsy says he puts her in mind of some (13) the people described in the 
Arabian nights entertainment. I have painted a table and some other things about the house, and I have 
drawn some Butterflies and other insects but somehow or other I 
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do not find much time to draw going out in the morning for exercise and in the evening for pleasure, 
with preparations for the latter take up a great deal of time. and I have a good many notes to answer 
every day. I do the house keeping business too which is a good deal of work for I am obliged to keep 
every thing locked up in a store room and to give out every day to the different servants a proper 
quantity for the days use I cannot trust them with more they are such pilferers, I must tell you how they 
contrived to cheat me of the candles I gave them out a proper number and they cut a peice [sic] off each 
before they set them up, this I should not found out soon a Lady told me to observe that and I found 
they really had done so, this is a good instance of the kind of thefts commited [sic] by the natives in 
general, they are not hardy enough to break open any place or to steal any large thing but they are 
always at these petty thefts. 

I don't think I ever told you any thing about the fruit of this country, I must (14) own I was 
disappointed in them at first the flavours are so different from any thing I had been used to, and in 
general so very powerfull [sic]. I am now quite reconciled to them and I like them nearly as well as the 
English. We have two or three sorts of oranges the sort most esteemed is very high flavoured but not 
very juicy another which I prefer is sweet and very full of juice but not much flavour, a third sort (the 
worst of all) seems to be something betwen [sic] a China and a Seville orrange [sic] the pines and mellons 
[sic] are exactly the same as in England. One of best fruits is the pumplemoos which is the same as the 
shaddock9 of the West Indies you may have seen them as they are sometimes carried home from there 
they grow about the size of a large mellon [sic] and are in fact a great overgrown orrange of a very fine 
sort the Mango is very much admired and is a very fine fruit also is very high flavored and I think very 
agreably [sic], but those who dislike them say they are like turpentine tow and treacle tied up in a rag 
and sucked. The guava is shaped like a codling10 its texture is exactly a mellow pear and it has 
something of the flavour of strawberries. The plantains grow in large clusters sometimes above twenty in 
a bunch each plantain is about 6 inches (15) long and an inch and half in diameter. 
This is the most common sort which is white but there are a great many varieties of them they differ in 
size and colour some are green and some red but they all grow alike in clusters in this manner [drawing 
of plantain cluster here] it is unlike any thing in England in its taste and I am very fond of it I fear I have 
told you some of this before so I believe I must make memorandums of that I write least [sic] I give you 
the same dish twice and I am sure you will think once quite enough. This writing is really too bad and I 
am ashamed of it, but my pen is quite worn out and pens are very dear so I am obliged to be saving and 
wear them down to stumps. besides I am going to a ball and cannot spare time to write well, for the 
packet closes tomorrow and I have two more letters which I want to write- 

I desire you will give my love and a hundred kisses to dear James and my little nephew Tom 
pray take care of him that I may see him a stout fellow 6 years hence, (the term of my transportation 
will then be expired) If I were to adopt your plan of making spots for all the kisses I want to send I 
must take a sheet of paper and spot it all over pray give some to Liz and Mary & Mama and if James has 
no objection you may give one to Regi, but they are too precious to bestow on Finn11 [?] tho he has 
been a sufferer with his poor ear. I beg to be remembered to Dr. [?] Thompson you may tell her I have 
been very often in the exhibitting 

 

9 Pomelo 
10 Likely codlin, a variety of apple 
11 A dog? 



room but am not yet disposed of. I cannot find in my heart to begin another sheet tho I would have 
great pleasure in filling it. I think (16) you will say we never know when to leave off. So God bless 
you all, good by, good by, 

your very affectionate sister, 
M. Symonds 

 
Madras Feb. 11th, 1802 

 
I have changed my mind, and shall fill up this piece of paper and wrap up the letter in a loose piece as 
the writing all shews through, and I want to tell you of a curious fruit which I forgot before; it is called a 
rose apple by the Europeans, it is the size and colour of an apricot but it has an eye like a medler [sic]12 of 
a delicate green the texture is exactly an apricot and when you break it open it is loose from the kernell 
[sic] as the apricot is when over ripe the taste is exactly roses and sugar most elegantly mixed and not too 
sweet, the kernell is green, (with a very thin brown shell) and tastes the same as the green part [?] of a rose 
bud, it has just that astringency, and the crispness of it. I desire you will tell the Bromptonians, that I 
dont think they deserve to be remembered at all and I dont know that I shall write to Liz, it is so shabby 
in her not to send us a line when we had left them above half a year, before the last fleet sailed I have sent 
a great many scoldings in this letter and I am very angry with every body that dont write to me. I will 
try to write a few lines to Mrs. Shepheard but least I should not be sure to give my kindest 
remembrances to her and thank her for all her good wishes and tell her that I dont intend to return home 
before my seven years are expired least I should be sent back again and I am sure I shall not like another 
such a parting. 

be sure send us all the pretty things you see, which you think will be usefull [sic] to us, 
whatever their nature may be. I may venture this commission to you, as I know you have no 
immoderate idea of expence. -dont be lazy going out, shoping [sic] will do you good and make you gay, 
and teach you to spend your husbands money, he has not time to 
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[From Mary Symonds to her Sister, Hester "Hetty" Symonds James, March 18 1802] 

 
(1) My Dear Hetty, 

I sit down just to write a few lines for my conscience sake, that I may not have to accuse myself 
of omitting to write by every opportunity. I have little to say Betsy having monopolized all the subjects 
except the descriptive ones which are so many and lead to such long letters, that I have not venture [sic] 
on them at present; but besides want of time, I am beginning to grow diffident in those matters as she 
does them a great deal better than I; mine did well enough to fill up the time when she was silent, but 
now she writes such long letters I am a little 

 
12 Medlar, a fruit 



jealous, I can tell you, and am fancying you won't have much respect for my performances don't say 
this is all out of lazyness [sic]. I think you can guess how happy your letters made me, particularly the 
account of the dear little boy; God bless him I hope he is well, and be sure tell us all about him in your 
letters. I must tell you how I spend a good deal of time; it is owing to a new acquirement which has 
brought me into great request here; (2) amongst my female friends; I am become a miniature painter 
(don't laugh) I have finished one Lady's portrait, have two more in hand, and twenty petitioners 
praying to be drawn; but I don't undertake gentlemen for if I did I should not have breathing time. I 
thought to have sent you a specimen of my performances (in that way) by these ships, but I have not 
had time to do any of our own family, except myself; I drew myself first as a trial, and it was thought 
like, but I have had the misfortune to loose [sic] it. I believe it is stolen by some of the servents [sic], I 
shall be much obliged to you if you will send me a dozn [sic] of glasses for miniatures of different sizes 
and let them come by the first opportunity, our friend G. Samuel will tell you where to get them; I can 
buy plenty of Ivory here, and have got some charming brushes and white paint from China. Pray tell G.S. 
that I expect he will write to me and give me some information on this subject, and I desire he will let 
me into all the secrets he can find out about it, for I cannot get any instruction here. I hope you have 
thought of my wig & Betsys I shall want it sadly in October, ones own hair does very well at this dry 
season but during the rains and when the damp (3) sea wind blows it is impossible to be comfortable 
without false hair. I suppose Mr. James would give me a wig, as the sailors use the word (if he were near 
me) for talking of wearing such a thing: At sea a 'Wig' signifies a scolding. When you buy bonnets or 
caps for us remember what suits you will suit me and Nancy Greens head is exactly the thing for Betsy, I 
have not written a line yet to poor Nancy for this fleet, but I hope I shall have time to say something to 
her; if I do not write be sure remember to give my love to her. We expect this Fleet to sail tomorrow 
but I shall be certain about it this evening as we are to meet the PostMaster general at dinner; his wife is 
my very particular friend Mrs. Rowley. All the Regiments at this place have lately been reviewed by the 
Governor and the Commander in Chief; the men are so very gallant here that the officers have always 
thought it necessary to give invitations to all the Ladies in the settlement to breakfast with them under 
tents after the reviews; this is very pleasant as they begin at daybreak and sit down before the sun 
becomes uncomfortably hot; and some of them have very good kinds of music. When you see Mrs. 
Shepheard pray tell her I am greatly obliged to her for her kind remembrances of me and good wishes. I 
have an intimate acquaintance whom I think she may know a Miss Notley a niece of Captn Blake of Gt. 
Ormand Street she is pretty lively (4) Girl and a good deal admired here it is said she is to be married to an 
officer of the Scotch Brigade. I have sent by the Surgeon of the Monarch 3 small Bags of beads I don't 
know if you may like them but I think they will look singular and pretty in England for bracelets and 
necklace. They are worn here by the Natives; sometimes they have them set in gold like acorn cups at 
each end and connected by a little gold link. 

If printed Cambrick muslins or any light coloured things are worn which will bear 
washing I should like to have a few sent out frequently, as they are not common here and the few I have 
are very much admired; I dont altogether object to things which will not wash as they are very 
pleasant in the cool season but one don't [sic] want many of them. We are much obliged to you for your 
kind thought of the apricots and other sweetmeats, whenever you can conveniently send things of that 
nature. They will be very acceptable as will a few bottles of different colour sugar plumbs [sic] you 
will get a great variety of those kind of things at 



Tringham's in Holborn he will sell them very cheap if you get Dick Hodges to order them for you at the 
wholsale [sic] price, or he will sell them so to you. I dare say, if you buy them in John Gwillims name 
you need not fear overstocking us with them as they are much admired here and are always put on the 
table when there is any company. I suppose you will think it strange as we do, that our two companions 
should be appointed Registers, Mr. Temple is deputy Register to the Supreme Court, he is very well 
off for one who has been (5) here so short a time, but there is no realizing the golden dreams people have 
of this country. Pray give my love to Jemmy and tell him that master Harry has got a stick which would 
make him a little jealous, it is a fine Bamboo as thick as my wrist and mounted very fine with silver, he 
has got a spade and a how [sic] too, to work in his garden when the weather is cool enough to permit him 
to take so much exercise; besides these he has a fine family of live playthings which he takes great delight 
in peafowls, jungle-fowls, turkeys, a fine Cassawary, which is a curious bird you may have seen Exeter-
change,13 it is shaped like an ostrich, of a brown colour, the feathers resemble hairs, and the wings are so 
small as to be useless: he has also a flock of sheep, two Bullocks to draw manure for the garden, and his 
stud of four horses; these are two carriage horses, one fine Arabian, which he rides, and a nice little 
piebald poney for the chaise; or bandy (as it is called here). 

Mr. Register Clarke has got acquainted with several families and spends his time pleasantly 
amongst them, we accept of separate invitations, that is to say Richard is frequently asked out to male 
parties, and I am often asked to spend the day with young folks, without Sir Henry and Betsy, but they 
are never asked without us, Richard and I are often at dances too without them, as people who have 
young girls living with them sometimes get a little music from the Regiments, when any of the 
officers dine with them and so make up a dance without much formality [? word faded] (6) to be sure 
Richard has a little lead in his heels and we can't often persuade him to dance but he is very fond of 
going amongst the mirth of that sort, and is a great beau at handing the Ladies, this he does with a great 
air I assure you, I do not think you would know him if you were to see him, he is grown so tall and so 
stout. If you get the Brown beads from the India House14 without any trouble I wish you would show 
them to Mrs. 
Toussaint and tell her that I think she could introduce them very prettily for Court. 

They look beautifully with yellow or pink croze, they are very cheap here, so if she should 
think them worth sending for, she can have them in less than a year from the time of writing, and I can 
send her a bag full at any time I beg you to remember me moost [sic] kindly to the Bromptonians I hope 
Lizzie and Mary will receive their two long tailed gowns safe I stiched [sic] them up without cuting 
[sic] the muslin to cheat the Custom house officers. 

With kind remembrance to all friends I remain my dear Hetty, 
Your sincerely affectionate, sister 
M. Symonds 

 
Madras, March 18th 

1802 
 
 
 
 

13 The Royal Menagerie at Exeter Exchange (known popularly as Exeter Change). 
14 East India House, London. 



 

Teams File Name: Letter_012_MS_XX-1802 
Dropbox File Name: Mss_C240_1_115.jpg 

 
[From Mary Gwillim to her Sister, Hester "Hetty" Symonds James (no date or signature) 1802 
(in pencil)] 

 
(1) My Dearest Hetty, 

 
We are unexpectedly favoured with an opportunity of letting you know that we are all in the 

Land of the living. It is not usual for ships to leave this place at this time as they generally experience 
very bad weather off the Cape, but the Commander of the Anna is the chief owner and is unwilling to lose 
time. Richard Clarke complains sadly of writing by her and almost wishes she had not called here for he 
does not think it form to write two letters for one and we are in hourly expectations of the Fleet from 
England, by which we hope to receive large packets of good news, we are as you may suppose all on 
tiptoe. Since I wrote to you we have changed our house, that we were in was in a low situation and at a 
good distance from the Sea shore so we found it too warm for this season [words crossed out], (April 
May and June being the hotest [sic] months) The house we are now in is a mile farther from the Fort 
than that we left; it has a good garden and it commands a very fine view of the sea, and all the Ships as 
they go out, or come in; we came to this place the begining [sic] of April and since we have been here I 
have not been at all oppressed by the heat. Betsy has been much better (2) than she was in the cool 
weather, and we are all in very good health. We have not yet experienced much of the Land wind, that is 
reckoned the most unpleasant, but it is by no means unhealthy, it is a hot dry wind, instead of cooling 
when it blows upon you it feels as if a hot Iron was passing close by you, it makes one's hair curl like a 
fury, and one's skin feel like old parchment; when these winds set in they are quite regular blowing 
from four or five oclock in the morning till 2 or 3 in the evening, when at which time it changes to a fine 
refreshing sea breeze; the Land wind season does not last above a month or six weeks, in general. 
Richard and I walk out almost every evening, sometimes on the beach it is a very fine sand but not so 
hard as the sand at Barmouth,15 consequently not so pleasant, for it fills our shoes, and, as our feet 
sink, it increases the fatigue very much, which is no desireable [sic] thing in this Climate, we dine at 4 
oclock, and live just as we did in England only we go to Bed, and rise, a little earlier and have half a 
hundred Black men about the House, who do not wait upon us quite as well, as two maids and a man 
would do in England. When I have teazed [sic] my brains with explaining something or other in Black 
English (which I assure you is a very different Language from that you speak) have had an hours hard 
conversation (3) (The man I have been talking to [word crossed out] seeming attentive and desirous of 
acquainting himself with the subject,) but he tells me at last that he is not a proper person for that 
business; must be another one [?] man he bring if mistress please and then she can explain. I have got a 
shoe-maker at work for me I will tell you how I am forced to manage him, in the first place he must have 
money advanced to buy the last and the leather; now if I were to trust him out of my sight I should 
never catch him again, so he sits under a Mango tree in the garden and boils his pot under another (that 
is his 

 

15 Town in Wales. 



rice) which he is allowed 2 fanams16 a day for; his task is to make two pair in a day which he can do with 
ease as they are wretchedly slight, but that is of no consequence for it is only the white leather that is 
wearable; the black has an odious smell and the other colours they dye so ill that they are not fit to be 
seen; except one, which is intended for red but does not resemble that colour in the least, it is however 
something betwen [sic] a brown and a purple which is not ugly, I do not think it worth your while to 
send us any white shoes, for tho these do not keep the shape very well, they are so cheap that one can 
well afford to change them often we get 5 or 6 pair for a pagoda, which is only 8 shillings, when you 
send things a few peices [sic] of narrow sattin [sic] ribbon will be very (4) acceptable particularly 
white; for making shoe roses and such sort of ornaments it is very dear here, and we are obliged to 
make all those little things ourselves, they do not carry well when made the white roses lose their 
colour but the ribbon comes pretty good on the block. Colourd [sic] and particularly figured shoes we 
shall be very thankfull [sic] for. I am sure you will say I am a troublesome correspondent for you must 
have a great deal of trouble to read my bad writing and when you have made it out its all a budget of 
commissions which you are to have the trouble to execute, and not only that but you must have the 
trouble to transcribe them before you can forward the letters to my mother, well have patience and go 
on for I have some trouble on your account, let me tell you it is as hard case enough when I have 
accompanied you in all your excurtions [sic], assisted you in all your employments, in the nursery, in 
the pantry &c, &c. to have some cross grained notions come into my head, and tell me that my plan of 
the day may be quite wrong. I desire you will not think yourself quite alone in the Poplar walk. I pop in 
there too sometimes, and Finn [?] wags his tail and thinks you stay a long time, he knows the supper 
will be very (5) late and his master will rub his nose instead of ear, if you dont make a little haste to pick 
the pease; well when Lizzy and you get together over an old letter there is no end to it, and Regi; and 
Jemmy, may amuse themselves as they can, if they were not there, the carpet would be burnt with the 
ends of stick falling off the fire, not a soul left in the parlour, poor Mary faging [sic] away Mrs. W has 
got the child the maids are settling, the affairs of both the families in the wash house and Lizzy and you 
accounted for as above. Who knows if all this time you may not be at Tupsley or Willersley with a large 
piece of bread got into the dairy stealing the cream off the pans, if you eat such a quantity of cream after 
the custards you had yesterday and the mulberries and the peaches you eat this morning you will be ill 
and then you must send for John Gwillim, and he may be engaged with some bin[?] thing of his own for 
ought I know by this time. This is sad prate to send so far, but it may give you some idea of the 
occupations of my brain. 

I have been spending a week with my friend Mrs. Rowley at Bevedere (that is the name of her 
house) It is not above two miles from our own, but it is the handsomest place near Madras. The House 
belonged to the late (6) Nabob it is very spacious and highly ornamented the grounds are well planted 
and handsomely laid out with a great variety of fine shady walks a river runs through the ground which 
makes it cool (as the winds are always cool when they blow over water whatever point they blow 
from) The house commands a fine veiw [sic] of the Pulicat hills which are very handsome in their 
form. 

I do all the Gossiping Visiting and most of the Housekeeping, all the other members of the 
family are becoming very Learned in the Oriental Languages. Betsy is Studying the Gentoo, Richard the 
Malabar, and Sir H the Persian what use they may make of them when they have 

 
16 Unit of currency. 



acquired them I do not know Richard will indeed have sufficient use for the Language. it may be a great 
advantage to him; for my own part I have very little time and no inclination to attempt any more of 
them than the few words I pick up in my conversations with the servants &c [?]; as I have never yet been 
able to acquire any knowledge in my own tongue it would be great affectation in me to attempt to 
gabber in the Eastern ones. If I draw a few plants or Insects which differ from those of Europe (7) you 
will be glad to see them and I shall be much gratified in an opportunity of amusing you. 

I am going tomorrow to spend a few days at Genl Trents. I have a great many of these kind of 
invitations, and when the family are all well and things seem to go on smoothly at home I think I may 
as well accept of some of them as it serves to make a little variety in the amusements. 

I believe you do not know that I may probably have a companion arrive by the next Fleet from 
England. Mr Strange applied to Sir H to receive a natural daughter of his she was to have come out to 
Lady Strange if she had lived. [word crossed out] Owing to the connexion [sic] with Sir. Thos. Strange 
Sir H thought himself bound to receive her, she is a half Cast or what you call mulattos, which two 
thirds of the Girls who come out here are, some of them look pretty enough when they first arrive but 
when they have been here a little time without the facing Master, they become as round backed as the 
natives and they get several shades darker when they have been a little time in this Climate even though 
they keep themselves entirely out of the sun, they are generally wretchedly educated. Strumming two 
or three songs, and dancing a reel is called accomplishment, you cannot think what wretched useless 
beings most (8)of these kind of women sink into when they have been married a few years. This letter 
resembles one of yours which used to amuse Betsy so much. I am now going to contradict the first part of 
it. The Anna did not sail when I expected it would so I laid by my letter and it will now be sent to you 
by a frigate which will be in England much sooner. This is shamefull [sic] paper, but I have no better. I 
do not think I shall write to any body else by this opportunity as I have only just heard of it and must 
send my letter to night but I shall edeavour [sic] to write to every body by the Anna. I reproach myself 
for not having written to Richard Hodges since I left home pray remember me to him his friend Clarke 
is much disconcerted of not hearing from him, but I hope we shall have an Epigrame [sic] at least by this 
next Fleet. I have paid my visit to Mrs. Trent, I was there 6 days which I spent very pleasantly. She is 
very mild good kind of a woman I think much such a one as Mrs Bullock but she has no children they 
intend going home next year. The General is quite a Cockney but a very goodnatured man and has been 36 
years in this country except one visit of 3 years in England which delighted him so much that he has 
never been contented in this country since his return. I cannot keep this to say more but I shall write 
again by the same ship if she is detained, remember I 

 
[unsigned letter ends here] 
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[From Mary Symonds to her Sister, Hester "Hetty" Symonds James, Madras Oct. 2? 1802 (in 
pencil)] 

 
[167/84 noted on bottom of page] 

 
(1) My Dear Hetty, 

 
I sit down to write a few lines to you, as I will never miss an opportunity, but I think you very [?] 

probably receive other letters &c (which will be sent by us some days hence) before this; as we shall 
then have a charming [?] opportunity of sending, by the Kings Ships, which have been stationed here 
the greatest part of the war, and are now ordered home as [?] to be relieved. The gentleman who carries 
this is a Mr. Samuel, he is an Atorney [sic] here, & the Editor of the Madras Gazette, he had the 
misfortune to marry a sister of Miss Wells the Actress, she has behaved very ill it is said in England, and it 
is whispered here that the (purpose?) of this Voyage is to get divorced from her, & to bring his children 
out here, who have been schooling in England. I have the satisfaction to say we are all pretty well Betsy 
is always a little nervous, as she used to be in England, We have at present a very pleasant house, & quite 
full of company, Mr & Mrs Edward Hargrave, & Mr Wm Hargrave, who are just arrived by the Admiral 
Aplin; the gentlemen are sons of Mr. H_ of Boswell Court. The Eldest was in the country 5 or 6 years. He 
went home for his health & then met the Lady, he has married, for the con- (2) sideration of, some say, 
7 & others 17, thousand pounds, which she possessed; by the help of rouge & false hair her face looks 
pretty enough, but as the song says, she is 'badly warped in the back' [?], she was a miss French of the city. 
I dare say James knows the name, she has been at a ball last night, I got her acquainted with plenty of 
smart young men, for partners, & she seemed quite delighted in the Indian gaiety, & Indian Gallantry. I 
wrote to Nancy Green a little time since & told her a great lye [sic] viz I said I had sent you some 
drawings, & a letter, by that same ship & I intended to do it, when I wrote to her, but unfortunately I 
sent them too late, I shall send them to you by a very charming young man, who is now on a visit with 
us he is a Lieutenant in the Leopard, Wm Templer he is a nephew of Judge Bullers, & a Brother of a Mrs. 
James Buller, a sweet pretty woman who lives in Serle Street, I knew her a little in England, he calls 
himself my Brother & I really love him as if he were so, he insists on my writing to his Sister, I am not 
quite sure that he would not prefer being loved in another way, but I keep him to brotherly love, on 
account of his youth, for he is not quite 20. & or I have an utter aversion to inequalities, my heart is 
quite safe if I were 16 I believe I should like him better for a lover as he is very good, & sensible & 
exceedingly handsome. I am writing you an idle prating [sic] letter but it will convince that we 
keep up our spirits pretty well, it is a fine (3) thing to be in a place where a little beauty goes a great way. 
I am very handsome here & very clever & the Lord knows what, if you cannot believe it you may blot it 
out or burn the letter or what you like we have suffered 



much on account of the parcels we expected, they are not yet arrived, & I do assure you I regret their loss 
more on account of the letters I hoped they would contain than on account of the finery tho really, we 
shall be quite satisfied if more attention is not paid to the shipping our parcels. I hope you will never 
again enclose letters in the parcels but send them by the open post and be sure to mention the name of 
the ship you send by all boxes &c. & describe what they contain. I beg to be kindly remembered to all 
my dear friends, & a thousand kisses to the dear little boy. I pray to god to spare him to us, perhaps he is 
not the less likely to continue with us for being a little weakly, for those who are quite healthy we are 
apt to feel too confident about but a delicate child claims our constant attention. I have just hear that 
Mr. W Barrol is arrived here from Bengall [sic]. I hope I shall not see any thing of that most 
illustrious gentleman, but I am surprised you did not mention his coming in any of your letters. I must 
conclude with good wishes & prayers for your happiness. 

 
Your most affectionate Sister, 
M. Symonds 

 
Madras Octer2nd 

[Continued on next page in pencil] 
 
(4) Tomorrow is Sunday & your Birthday. I shall not forget to drink your health in a bumper. God 
Almighty bless you & send you many happy returns of it. 

 
[Notes on this letter written by Hetty, sending it to their Mother: 

 
Address: Mrs Symonds, Capuchin Lane, Hereford 

 
My dear Mother this is a letter I received [?] from Mary I have also one from Betsy but it being large I 
cannot send it to you till some opportunity and I expect many more. I went by your desire about the 
Vein Marble but can get none at Parkers he being in want of it himself. He had promised to let me know 
but I have not yet had an answer. As soon as I do I will let you know all about it - this not being directed 
of them I would send it - to you to divert you tell of Mary yet some more 

 
This from Mary. 
If I do not hear to day from Parker I will go to Westminster. James has been very poorly this last week. 
Yours Henrietta] 
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[From Mary Symonds to her Mother, Esther Symonds, October 3 1802 in pencil] 



(1) My Dear Mother, 
 
One of the happiest girls in the world is now writing to you, I have just received a packet of letters 
from Hetty, which has made me so. I finished a short letter to her yesterday but it will go in another 
ship, & I expect this will come to land long before it. I have but a few minutes allowed me to 
write this not being aware that the [word crossed out] ship would sail so soon. 
Thank God we are all in good health & spirits, in my letter to Hetty which I sent by a Mr. 
Samuel, I mentioned my fears least [sic] the parcells she sent us were lost, but I find by her letter that 
we may expect them some weeks hence, indeed it may be some months but that is not material so long 
as they are safe, & when we hear that you are all well we are quite happy. Hetty mentions Mr. T. 
Gwillim being made a Post Captain,17 but that I suppose must be a mistake, as he was not made a 
Commander when we heard last & surely rapid promotions are not usual, whatever his advance may be 
I sincerely wish him joy of it & hope I shall see him when we next meet with two Epaulets. It would 
have been very (2) gay for me if my finery had come by the Admiral Aplin, as we are to have a most 
splendid ball on the 7th at Lord Clives he gives in celebration of the Peace & on that occasion he opens a 
new Banqueting house which he has just finished Building, we have a family living with us at present 
who are come out in the Admiral Aplin, Mr. & Mrs. Hargrave & a Brother of his. These young 
men's father was a neighbour of ours in Boswell Court, the one is a civilian the other a military 
servant of the Company. I am extremely happy that Hetty has received the things we sent by Mr. 
Livingstone he was introduced to us by a very good young man a shipmate of ours coming out here. I 
fear poor Edwards (who married Polly Ravenhill & come out when we did) is very ill he was sent up the 
country to an employment soon after he arrived & we heard nothing of him till the other day when Sir 
Henry receivd [sic] a letter from him written in a wretched trembling hand, saying that he had been very 
unwell & was coming down to the Coast in the hope of recovering his health, since that he sent some 
books to be taken care of for him but himself is not yet arrived poor creature it was a shocking thing to 
send such a man into this climate for by all accounts he was scarcely himself all the voyage. I cannot 
bear to let a ship sail (3) without some scrawl or other in it for you. 

I am afraid you will think my letters very trifling as I give you no description of the 
Country but I think Betsy does those things better than I & besides I shall convince you soon that I am 
not negligent of those things; when you will receive letters & desriptive [sic] drawings of my 
performance. I should do more for you but as Betsy has not strength to bear much racketing I am 
obliged to visit for all the family for Sir H-- will never go to any Balls & had rather take his evenings 
nap than pay visits to the gayest Ladies here, indeed it does not agree with him to be put out of his way, 
at first I contested the matter a little, because I did not like to go out without him, but I have given it up 
now, because I see it teazes him & now I know every Lady here & am never in want of a companion. 
No less than 3 Ladies of my acquaintanc [sic] have fited [sic] up rooms in their houses for me, 
whenever I chose to spend a few days with them. indeed [sic] I find myself a great favourite here 
but I dont know what it is for, but I endeavour to be obliging to those who are civil to me. To be sure 
the girls who come out here are for the most part ignorant, pert & bold, & receive all attention as 
merely what is due to their beauty, tho God knows there are not 3 in the place who have the smallest 
pretentions 

 
17 Rank in the Royal Navy. 



[sic] to it, I have filled the paper with nonsence [sic] & must now conclude, wishing health & 
happiness to all (4) my dear friends. I hope God will bless & preserve all the dear little children. I am 
heartily sorry for poor Nancys loss of the little one; I am glad too that I had not seen it, as its loss is not so 
great to me. Hetty does not say how old it was when it dyed. God bless you all. 

Yours most affectionately & dutifully, 
M. Symonds 

{October 3 & my dear Hettys Birthday) 
 
Address: Mrs Symonds 

 
[Note on bottom: This was intended to be sent by a ship which will not sail for some days but as 
opportunities are very frequent just now we don't mind these disappointments] 
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[From Mary Symonds probably to her Sister, Hester "Hetty" Symonds James October 18, 1802] 

 
(1) Betsy has told you about the fate of our things which you put on board the Skelton Castle but we 
think it better that it should be mentioned in both the letters & therfore [sic] I have opened mine to put 
in this slip of paper Captn Bitman says he had them on board, but they were sent without an order from 
the Directors, & therfore he was obliged, by an order from them, to put the things on shore again, at 
first he said he had written to give notice of thier [sic] being landed to the gentleman who put them on 
board, but afterwards he said he believed he he [sic] had written & was not sure - 

The captain of the [name of ship unclear] which arrived since says he saw the cases in a 
warehouse at GravesEnd. Should you ever recover them & they are not spoiled, you may send them yet. as 
fashion is of much less consequence here than with you, in your letters you allude to some things they 
contain & we are very much obliged to you for the trouble you took in procuring them, particularly 
the jam & c. We have recievd [sic] your letters by the Ann & Eliza one dated September the 4th by 
which we have the satisfaction to hear that you have been very fortunate in recieving [sic] the things 
we sent by Mr. Longdell & c. but I shall answer your letters more fully by the next ship at present we 
have very little time as this is to sail to night & we send the letters nine miles to the post. I have written 
to Mr. Clarke & John Gwillim & thier [sic] letters I enclose to you, to seal & send I doubt they will not 
afford you any amusement in reading (2) but I leave you to judge for yourself or to be determined by 
your leisure whether to read them or not all I can say to my friends is if they wish to hear from me I will 
take the trouble to say so I am quite ready to write, letters enough, such as they are for I have no pleasure 
equal to writing to my good friends, except reading their answers indeed you are our best friend in that 
way & I know not what I should do without your salutary Epistles. I gave you a direction to one of the 
Ashtons & I think there is another brother belonging to the Banking house of 



Devaines Daws & Noble.18 I assure you the Captn is a very fine handsome young man & is a fair way to 
make a good fortune, but I fear he is too much of a rattle, tho he is good nature itself. I never told you 
about our seeing Mr. W- Barrol he dined with us two or three times when he came round from Bengall 
[sic] & he really seemed to be very much improved his behaviour was quite steady and decent & I assure 
you he appeared to great advantage. I think it a lucky thing that these long letters of ours arrive in the 
latter part of the summer for otherwise you would not get time to read them. God bless you & good 
bye 

Mary Symonds [in pencil Oct. 18, 1802] 
 
We were all at a grand ball last night which was given by Mr. Oakes, he is a great man here being the 
President of the board of Revennue[sic], he is a fine Old fellow & a great beau of mine!!! The Lord 
love him. 

 
[From Mary Symonds to unknown, 1802?] 

 
(3) [sentences crossed out] Christmas in many respects is kept in Madras as May day is kept in England. 
The temperature of the air & the fresh verdure of the grass & trees after the rains, together with the 
flowers which abound in this Season enables them to do this; the whole country indeed appears 
extremely like England in a fine warm May, but with this advantage that they have many ripe fruits-- 
the Houses of the Europeans are built in the stile [sic] of Italian Villas The Entrance, if the home 
consists of more than a ground floor is a sort of Paiazza [sic] with an open gallery over it, with 
columns & if of one floor it is sometimes a Piazza & sometimes a Portico with columns, or as all 
these open apartments are called here a Veranda. At day break the arches of the Piazza are dressed up by 
the servants a plantain tree is set on each side of every arch (or opening, if it be a colonade [sic]) these 
trees are stripped of the lower leaves & each forms a white Ivory looking column like a very large 
Elephants tooth it may be about 7 or 8 feet high & so far it runs straight, here therefore, very much 
resembling a capital are fastened on large branches of the plantain fruit above these the long 
leaves springing out bend over & meeting each other at the keystone of the Arch are then bound 
together with strips & bunches of flowers. These columns are then bound round with narrow wreaths 
of flowers of which they provide at least a hundred yards, & the tops of the Arches are filled up with 
them, by hanging them in festoons crossing each other, in a various (4) ways so as to produce an 
agreeable assemblage of lines, The floors of the Verandas [sic] & halls are strewed with flowers & 
small leaves so as to make almost a carpet. 

During breakfast time the Servants of the family their children (boys) & all people who are 
employed about the house come in with presents of Fruit & flowers everyone brings somthing [sic] 
however small but flowers always make a part if not the whole. They never gather flowers as we do 
with stalks and leaves but carefully take off all the green for they esteem nothing but that which 
smells finely. Their nosegays are therefore very stiff & formal being the heads of the flowers bound 
upon sticks, in various fancies like the flower pots made of wax or paper & cried about the streets in 
London. However they often produce very rich effects, sometimes by contrasting colours & 
sometimes by disposing of rich fruits into the softest gradations--a nosegay for each person of the 
family with a lime or an orange or two is a 

 
18 Devaynes, Dawes & Noble 



present from a menial servant. Those of the high orders bring wreaths of flowers to wear round the neck 
with (Shaddock or Plantains fruit. The Nabob sent us a letter of congratulation on the return of the 
Season & a large present of the finest fruit with wreaths of flowers, & a relation of his also sent us a 
variety of fruit with long wreaths for the neck according to the common way which are about two yards 
long & short ones of a purple flower like violets. These flowers were threaded (as they all are for the 
person) by a needle & thread, like beads, but pressed close together & these purple ones are 
particularly beautiful for the top of the (5) flower is of a strong rich purple & the wider part has a 
pinkish or laylock19 tint & the flowers being all threaded one way as the garland was turned about it 
looked changeable like a dove's neck, to relieve the purple at distances were put in two or three white 
flowers & a kind of tassel of the same white flowers was fixed by way of solitaire each garland has a pair 
of bracelets to match. The carriage horses have their heads dressed with garlands [words crossed out] as 
those of state carriages are with ribbons. The Coach man is also adorned. The Palanquin boys put the 
flowers round their necks & twist the wreaths in their turbans with so much taste that I do not at all 
exaggerate when I say our best Milliners would be improved by seeing them. For four or five days after 
xmas day a set of people who call themselves Portuguese or Christians go about in the manner of the 
morris dancers in England. In the note relative to the painted window represented in Johnsons' 
Shakespear it is said that the Hobby horse was frequently forgotten in the Morris dance. It does not 
appear to be introduced in the Morris dancers here [words crossed out] but the Caffer or Moorish 
king riding his Hobby horse with his Horse-keeper Hookah Bedar & grass cutter form a party who go 
about seperately [sic]. All people who ride in this Country have a Man run by the side of the horse 
called the horse keeper & the great Moorish Princes have besides a grass cutter to go with them for the 
horse are here all fed by grass cut by women, & a Hookah Bedar that is a man who keeps his Hookah 
lighted & runs behind him with it, when the great Prince wants a whiff of his Tobacco their Bedar kneels 
down & holds it whilst he smokes through the long leather worm (6) This farce therefore represents a 
Moorish king riding out in state. He is attended by pipers & taborers who play whilst the others dance & 
in dancing offer grass to the horse & the pipe to the king whose horse is meanwhile kicking & prancing 
to the tune & the machinery is so well contrived that at first I really thought at a distance it was a small 
horse for the Moormen frequently ride little ones & they are almost as much covered by the trappings 
& [the profusion of draperies of various colours which the Moor men [words crossed out] delight to 
wear. The contrivance is a large hoop covered with trappings into which the man gets & tying it round 
his waist he spreads his long robes over it. 
The neck of the horse is made with springs so that the man pushes it up & down with to 
represent a spirited horse. The head is well carved painted white with red marks probably intended as 
Crosses. They are adorned with flowers both men & horse, & a great deal of rich silk, & linen draperies. 
The Morris dance is a distinct sport & besides pipers and Taborers consists of eleven persons in like a 
tolerable burlesque dance at the Play house. There are three principal dancers the king & as they translate 
it to me his two Ministers Secretaries. These are very richly dressed particularly the King. It is a curious 
mixture of Christianity & Paganism for the King wears a crown like the Spanish very large & rich all of 
gold & with a large gold cross on the top of it. His hair is puffed out in great abundance under it & he 
wears robes of various 
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colours over each other but so contrived that in dancing you see them. His upper robe is of 
Purple gauze fringed with gold & he has a sceptre in his hand 
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[From Sureau Row to Jeven Row and Naugogy Row, April 21, 1802] 

 
(I) Translation of a Mahartta [Maratha] Letter from Sureau [?] Row [Rao] to Jeven Row [Rao] 
and Naugogy Row [Rao] Dated at Muddiarginum [Madhyarjunam?] 21st April 1802 

 
I dare say you have received the Letter I wrote to you informing you of the Decease of 

his Excellency Rajah Aumer Sing on the 18th of April Since which we used every Exertion to 
prevent her Excellency Paurvathee Bhauhe Seib from Burning Herself who regardless to our 
Solicitations being resolutely determined to Execute her Intention together with Saavethree 
Bhauhe the Rajahs second wife answered us in the following manner It is inconsistent with you 
who have lived under our protection from Generation to generation to attempt impeding our 
Resolations [sic] any longer being past 3 OClock 

 
Perceiving their eagerness to accomplish their Design we considered it would prove 

Fruitless to persevere in our Solicitations Mr Blackburn's20 Hirear21 also Endeavoured to 
dissuade them which also proved ineffectual Having made the necessary Preparations they 
proceeded from the Palace at 4 OClock the Decased [sic] being carried in a Palanquin attended 
by His Highnesses [sic] Two Wives in their Palanquins followed by a numerous concourse when 
arrived at the River Veerasolum the other side Cauvery [Kaveri River] the funeral Pile being 
erected on an eligible situation in the Centre of the River the Corpse was placed thereon with 
which the Religious obsequees [sic] was not completed before 10 at night - 

 
Her Excellency Paurvathee Bhauhe Seib taking me by the Hand said you have always 

proved yourselves our Friends and (2) and wellwishers and having been a considerable Time in 
our Service constantly studied our Prosperity in consequence of your attachment and fidelity to 
us we deliver to your Care the young Raja Pretaub Sing being Fully assured you are sufficiently 
Experienced to conduct all matters for his welfare and that you will do nothing to the 
Degradation of his late Excellencies memory so biding [sic] Adieu to all the Spectators and 
mounting the Pile advised us not to be grieved in the least confiding that the Honorble Company 
would render their Protection with respect to the young Rajah and all that were attached to the 
late Rajah would no doubt study the happiness of the young One then giving the last farewell 

 
 

20 Captain William Blackburn, a 'Resident' of Tanjore 
(https://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/10603/235482/9/09_chapter%201.pdf) 
21 "Hirear" is used in John Harriott, Struggles Through Life, Exemplified in the Various Travels and Adventures 
(London 1807) I, 164 



[sic] to the Surrounding Multitude composedly lay down with her Husband on the Pile 
which was set on fire as soon as the Religious Rites were performed - 

 
Immediately after His Excellencies second Wife Sauvetre Bhauhe threw herself 

into a a Firy [sic] Pit which was prepared adjoining the Funeral Pile at that instant the 
Crowd burst into Tears whose grief was inexpressible and which was testified by the most 
lamentable Cries being astonished at the Queens undaunted resolution being about one 
OClock when they returned to the Palace after which the Rajahs relations and Frainds [sic] 
afforded every consolation in their Power to his Excellencies surviving Wife Bauvanee 
Bhauha Seib and plased [sic] the proper Guards around the Palace- 

 
Soon after Captain Blackbourn arriving at the palace expressed his sorrow that the 

ladies were not restrained from Burning themselves slept in his Palanquin the remainder of 
the night outside the Palace called at the Burning Place in the morning appeared much 
affected by the sight and expressed his sorrow for the loss of the Rajah &c Then returned to 
the Palace to pay a visit to the Queen his late Excellencies surviving spouse the young Rajah 
Pretau Sing come (3) out and saluted him and the Captains asking him who am I he said you 
are Mr: Blackburn which very much pleased the Captain who made professions of 
Consolation to the Queen and advised her not to give way to grief that the Honorble 
Company take care of an protect her and Family agreeable to their wish. Her Highness 
answered that the Rajah previous to is Death assured her that she need not be under any 
apprehinsions [sic] but rest confident that the Honorble Company would render her and 
Family their Protection take care of an treat them with the Respect due to Their Rank and 
Dignity The Captain then taking the young Prince on his knew promised him and his Royal 
Mother that the Honorble Company would render them  Comfort by their Protection and 
attention and recommended her frugality in her Expenditure during the young Rajahs 
Minority Her Highness directed me to write to you informing you of these Proceedings and 
also to the Rajahs frinds [sic]. Requesting them to look to the welfare and dignity of the 
young Prince She wishes one of you would come to Muddiargenum as the seeing of you in 
her Misfortunes would afford her some Consolation --- 

 


