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[From Mary Symonds to her Sister, Hester "Hetty" Symonds James, 28 January 1806] 
(1) 1806 

 
(2) [Family tree of descendants from Hetty leading to the person who drew it (born in 1903). The 
family tree also indicates that Mrs. Symonds (Mother) died in 1806 at age 74] 

 
(3) Madras January the 28th, 1806 

My Dear Hetty, 

I think I never began to write to you so unwillingly as at this time for the Ships 
from England have been hourly expected for this month & we now expect fully that the Fleet 
from this place will sail before thier [sic] arrival, The letters we wrote to you in Septr I trust you 
have receivd [sic] about this time whilst there you must have written to us as early as May, are 
not yet come to hand. As our land dispatch arrived yesterdey [sic] giving an account of the 
sailingof the fleet accompanied by several men of war & a great many troops, &c, for taking the 
Cape it is therfore probable they will not be here for some weeks. The same despatch [sic] 
brings an account of the death of the Duke of Glouster [sic]. I suppose it must be much felt by 
the good old king as he now stands quite alone the last tho' the eldest of his brothers, he is an 
example of the benefits arising from temperance & by his private vitue [sic], he becomes a 
publick blessing. 

I have the happiness to tell you that we are all in good health Betsy never was better in 
her life. & Sir Henry as if it were to make amends for the fatigue & trouble he has had, being 
abandoned by his colleagues,has enjoyed (4) a year & upwards of uninterrupted health which 
prove that anxiety & the fatigue of business do not affect his constitution. Sir Benjamin Sulivan 
is not yet returned he writes to Sir Henry that if his presence be absolutely necessary he will 
come at any rate but that his health is still very bad, he is now in Calcutta, he has been absent 
from Madras eight months, poor man he has probably prolonged his life by going away as it was 
generally believed he would not have lived here, but surely there is nothing to be said for Sir 
Thos Strange who has left his duty to serve his interest only. We are now at Pommel the Cotton 
farm which we wrote from this time last year the weather is very cool & pleasant, & Sir Henry 
goes down to St Thome every morning to his business & returns to sleep at night he thinks the 
exercise does him good & the distance is not more than ten miles; the house at St Thome is 
being repaired & beautified in our absence & we are very glad to be out of the smell of paint. Mr. 



Biss is now stationed about 4 miles distant from this place & (I suppose) for the first time in his 
life living in his Tent he seems much pleased with it & is in remarkably good health. he has a 
companion at present a Mr. Walpole who is a very elegant young man, sweet tempered & 
remarkably handsome he is of Lord Orford's family & son to the publick minister at Lisbon. They 
both spint [sic] their Sunday with us & have no doubt but Mr. Biss will give you a (particular?) 
account of himself & his employment, as you seem to be a prodigious favourite of his. The 
twelve young men who form the Institution of which Mr. Biss is a member are stationed at 
certain distances to make an accurate survey of this part of the county & I believe they are to 
survey the whole of the Carnatic [?] & when the plans are completed the Governor says he 
intends to send them home to the Court of Directors as a proof of the utility of his Institution & of 
the particular merit of its present members Biss does himself credit wherever he is, by his 
industry & the gentleness of his disposition, his friends have nothing to apprehend for him but 
the delicasy [sic] of his constitution, which however I hope will become stronger as he grows 
older. I do not think the climate disagrees with him at all, but on the contrary that he is rather 
better since he came to this country than at his arrival, but he is of an extremely nervous habit. I 
write pretty particularly about him because I know, besides having a good deal to do, young 
men in general are not very fond of writing particulars about themselves which such good 
mothers, as his appears to be would be much gratified by hearing. I hope when these ships do 
come they will bring the long looked for, & longed for, Saddle &c, and also the remaining part of 
(5) Richard Clarke's things. I wish much to know how Mr. Livingstone happened to leave them 
behind as he said they were not come to Portsmouth when he sailed & yet he mentioned the 
name of the ship by which they were to be forwarded, but I have told you all this before & I hope 
you have read it & seen our good kind hearted friend Mr. Keene I shall be truly glad to hear of 
his safe arrival & of the restoration of his health. I have not received a line from my kind friend 
Mrs. Trent. I long to know how you go on together how you like them & how they like you I am 
sure they must be much altered if you are not good friends. I have written a budjet [sic] of tittle 
tattle to Mrs. Trent which she will read if she has leisure & a good stock of patience. We 
have continued to get through the greatest part of your excellent eatables they were all 
extremely fine except the tongues which you know you only sent as an experiment, I am 
housewifing the pickles to make them last out the year but they are in great request, the 
sweetmeats are nearly disposed of poor Biss I am happy to say has shared all happening 
fortunately to be near us & Sir Henry never omits asking him when we have a party, he calls 
him (6) his Aid du Camp [sic], & makes him sit at one end of the table when we have huge 
parties & Richard at the other, they are Sir Henry's staff, as he calls them. They are great 
friends & both very much liked. Richard, is indeed more generally beloved than any man in the 
country I believe; the sweetness of his temper & extreme modesty of his manners prevent his 
offending any one, & the fineness of his princples [sic] & elegance of those accomplishments 
which his fathers excellent education has bestowed upon him are qualifications so rarely met 
with here that they cannot fail to distinguish this possessor, so much for my favourites, but they 
have led me astray from the subject I was upon, which is giving you some account of your good 
things & the manner in which we have disposed of them, the hams were all eaten up to the 
bone & were all excellent. The sweet meats both yours & Maam's [?] were far the best that have 
ever arrived; tomorrow is Sunday & I intend to treat my friends with some raspberry tarts, but as 



the stock is getting low I am rather stingy, however I am proud to (7) say that my minced pies 
have been prodigously admired this year real orthodox minced pies, I now & then send half a 
dozn to the Tents & am sure to be told they came very opportunely or were truly acceptable or 
some such answer as proves my labour is not thrown away. Monday. We had the party as I 
expected yesterday. & all vastly gay with the jam & some fine fat Ducks & two hadsome [sic] 
dishes of green peas, there we beat you I think on the second day of February. We take care to 
keep the English season too for as it was Candlemass day which Sir Henry calls the last day of 
Christmass, we had a large Norfolk Turkey & some mince pies.--I think I am writing you a 
pretty nonsensicall [sic] letter but it is necessary you should have a familiar peek at us now & 
then & I know no one else will spend ink & paper on such subjects. Our party consisted of our 
own family, only with the addition of Mr. Biss Mr. Walpole & a Mr. Dalgaines [?] of thier [sic] 
society- whose Tent is pitched about 4 miles to the Westward of us. 

Having thanked you in the name of the whole family for your kind attention to our 
internals & externals, I shall proced [sic] to make some further trial of our friendship by 
requesting you to execute more commissions for us, one of which of a new & rather 
extraordinary nature you will find enclosed on a separate piece of paper. By some opportunity or 
other I requeted [sic] you to send two plates of looking glass to repair the accidents which had 
befallen two dressing tables but as you have never noticed the request I suspect the letter must 
have miscarried. I have not the proper dimentions [sic] here but will endeavour to get them 
before I send that off. You will be so good as to omit no oppurtunity [sic] of sending drawing 
paper of all sorts, for Betsy has acquired such a facility in drawing the birds, & is so anxious to 
go on with her collection that I can scarcely be allowed a bit of good paper to practice on least 
the stock should be exhausted before a fresh supply comes to hand. We are also in want of the 
following colours & c. Viz Lake, Prusian [sic] Blue, Indigo, Light red, Burnt Umber & Gaul stone, 
2 Cakes each, 4 or 5 dozn of black lead pencils & as many Brushes of all sizes. Pens & writing 
paper with sand, coloured wafers & c, as you kindly sent them before will always be truly 
acceptable, two good pen knives & 2 or 3 pair of scizors [sic], a few needles some tape bobbin 
& balls [?] both silk & cotton, there is a soft sort (8) of cotton lace platted, which is better here 
than the silk which turns very yellow & grows rotten. Pray send a few pairs of gloves for Sir 
Henry & a few bits of Watch ribbons of cheerful patterns but not over gay. If you are a  little 
more liberal to us in shoes it will be no harm, & be so good as to send mine a very little smaller 
than the last if you send Betsy & me half a dozn pairs of good silk stockings each, I think they 
will be very acceptable by the time you can answer this. The thick green shoes you sent are 
very useful & comfortable during the cool weather they are on our feet at this moment mine are 
are almost past service. Do not trouble yourself to send many varieties of confectionary articles, 
as the Scotch Caraways, the Toloo Lozenges,1 the Candied Almonds & Orange chips were the 
only things much esteemed I am sorry to say the Almonds have hitherto been rather unfortunate 
for being packed in paper only, they have never been dry enough to bring to table. Store jars 
well corked & rezined [sic] are I think the best things to put them in. Betsy has some trifles which 
she would be very glad to send home to you but I fear we shall get no one to carry them by this 

 
1 Tolu lozenges were made from tolu balsam, which is tapped from the living trunks of Myroxylon balsamum, a 
tree native to South America. 



opportunity, Mr. Prossers ship has not returned here it was reported she had sailed from Bengal 
directly to England, but I have no certain information about her. I do not think I shall write to the 
Thoburns this time If I do not pray assure them that is not for want of good will & real affection 
for them but because I have written to (9) them since I heard from them & have really nothing to 
say that I think would in the least degree amuse them, I have to apologize to them however for 
a great rudeness I was guilty of in thanking them for a hat which they did not send me I made a 
confusion in reading the letters as we were very much hurrid [sic] by the sudden departure of 
one fleet immediately on the arrival of another, I afterwards saw it was the feathers they had 
sent, for which they were however equally entitled to my thanks. I hope we shall be able to send 
some seeds but are by no means certain as I do not know any of the passengers by these ships 
& hear there are very few persons going home from this Presidency. 

I suppose my continuing to subscribe myself by the same name, will make you think your 
kind admonitions (if I may so call them) thrown away, that I assure you is not the case, neither 
am I by any means indifferent about the subject of them, but I cannot help thinking it better to 
abide by an evil I do know, then by attempting to avoid it to throw myself into one I do not know 
the worst of, it is nothing new to say that a dependent state is not a very happy one, but I could 
never think myself independent in being the wife of a man whose conduct my heart could not 
approve. It has pleased God to give me health & such other requisites as in my present state, 
will enable me to make myself (10) independent at any time I shall find it necessary to exert 
them. God forbid them that from petulence [sic] or intemperance I should put it out of my power 
to use those good gifts. No, I shall wait patiently & remain ever as I am, unless that happens, 
which however may happen, that I meet with a man in whom I find those qualities which I think 
necessary to my happiness, & though amongst my numerous admirers in this country I have not 
yet met with such an one, I think I cannot be accused of making any unreasonable demands. If I 
were some ten or twelve years younger it is probable I should have married long ago for I know 
several young men who would be most happy to take me such as I am, to whom no reasonable 
woman of eighteen or twenty could object, but as they are men twenty two, to twenty five or six 
years old, I should think myself guilty of an unpardonable rashness in doing them the injury to 
accept them & should deserve all the ill consequences which might naturally follow such a step, 
perhaps you will think I make too much of this subject & tire you, but yet I could say more if you 
& I were together in a corner but the distance, & the uncertainty of the fate of letters must 
withold [sic] my confidence till we meet when, if it ever shall please God to grant me that 
happiness, there shall be no secret between us at least there shall be no reserve on my part, 
you will observe by the different dates [?] that I have written this is a strange tedious way, which 
has been occasioned by the different accounts I hear of the time the ships are intended to sail & 
by the hope of hearing from you before I finish it, I shall however close it now & if the time 
admits I will write again to you. The supply of wearables you send us out every years [sic] is 
really very handsome & must give you a great deal of trouble to collect, but my dear Hetty I 
should like very much to know what the expense of them is, you have never sent any amount 
yet; besides the pleasure of knowing how much I cost my friends, I should like to know the price 
of articles as I am often asked for the sake of comparing mine with those bought  here, you 
could perhaps send me the sum total of each year, & if it is not too much trouble, when you are 
packing will you be so good as to pin a bit of paper on each with the price of it. 



I believe I told you Mr. Prosser had brought Betsy & me each a very Pretty cap, & Sir 
Henry a hamper of most excellent Cider, I scarcely ever saw him enjoy any thing equal to it he 
has had his glass out of every bottle that has been opened; it is the only thing I ever knew him 
keep for himself or use so economically Mr Biss desires me to say all manner of kind things to 
you from him, he has been here in his way to Combatore,2 Where (11) Captain Troyer has 
appointed him to meet on business. Mr. B-- desires me to tell you that he is vexed & 
disappointed at being prevented from writing to you, which he fully intended doing, but as 
Captain Troyer wishes to take him with him on a survey he fears he must be at a considerable 
distance from Madras & his time will be fully occupied till the Ships sail he sends home a thick 
packet of newspapers for his father & begs you will have the goodness to forward them I am in 
great hope that we shall have another opportunity of writing in April. Mr. Waite's brother is with 
us he is going home as he says for his health but I suppose he is persuaded to go, as I do not 
see any difference in his appearance now & when he came out or at least if any it is for the 
better, but as the poor creature has no marked fault to lay hold on, for which they could get him 
out of the army I suppose a Commander in chief must be very glad to find he can make him 
think himself ill enough to go home, for what could they do with such a poor Gent? it would be 
impossible to give him a command or indeed any employment, I have given him two small 
packets of pretty red seeds, one for you & one for Mr. Keene [?]. We think you can get them 
drilled by Miss Fraser & they will make pretty necklaces. Sir Henry & Mr. Oliver have recived 
[sic] letters from Mr. Keene which give us great pleasure, as they tell us he is greatly recoverd 
[sic] pray remember me kindly to him & tell him I have not forgot my promise of the Brahminny 
women & c but must keep them till the next opportunity. If you see or hear any thing of Captain 
Templer I beg you to say every thing (12) that is handsome to him from me, & tell him I shall 
trouble him with a few lines, whenever I hear from him that he is in some settled place where my 
letters may be more fortunate in reaching him, as I have written round, but conclude he has not 
recived [sic] them ------- You will no doubt think it strange that I should write this long letter 
without once mentioning my dear little niece, believe me it is not because she is out of my 
thoughts but because she is too much in them may God bless & preserve her prays her most 
affectionate aunt Mary. This season of the year reminds me always of our little excurtion [sic] to 
Brompton when we used to open our eyes after a gloomy Winter to look for some kind bud or 
blossom to cheer us with the promise of fairer days. When will such happy tranquil days return 
to us all? They are at least far off, but the hopes that such may again be enjoyed, & that we 
shall find no diminution in that warm affection which was the real cause of their happiness, is the 
prospect which enlivens all my present hours, shortens the time of our separation & smoothes 
all the rugged roads of this [  ?] life. May God bless you & may evry [sic]? happiness 
attend you, & all those dear friends whose sincerity & virtue having been tried & proved, thier 
[sic] value rises dayly [sic] & hourly in our estimation, I beg you to give my kind love to Ned, 
Nancy & all thier [sic] dear little ones, & with my duty to my dear Mother & remembrances to all 
who are so good as to enquire for us, I request that you & James will believe me your very truly 
affectionate Sister 

M. Symonds 
 

2 Coimbatore 



Madras Febry 11, 1806 
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[From Mary Symonds to her Sister, Hester "Hetty" Symonds James, 12 February 1806] 

 
(1) Madras Feby 12: 1806 

Dear Hetty, 

When I arose this morning I heard a salute fired, which (being 12 miles off) I concluded was 
from the Ships that were getting under weigh to sail for England, but to our great delight & 
surprise about two hours ago Sir Henry sent up a messenger with a packet of letters from you. I 
know not what good ship has brought them, so he knowing our anxiety did not stay to write very 
particulars My comfort be the same we have so long expected but must have come by some 
ship which has been despatched since as they are dated Sepr 1805. I now regret having written 
such dull stuff as I fear will tire you more to read than it did me to write. Thank God to hear you 
are all well. I(seem another creature, & I am sure my eyes are an inch wider open than they 
have been this month. You mention a great many letters which have been written to us not one 
of which we(have yet recieved [sic] but I trust all will come in time. (2) we expect Sir Henry every 
minute & he will perhaps bring in some news. What is now come to our hands is a letter [  ?] 
for Betsy & me from your dear self with a packet containing two wigs & severall [sic] loose 
letters from Mr. Biss's friends Mr. Whitley & c. I begin to write all this uncertain about [?] 
because I do not know that I may have time after Sir Henry comes up as he sent us word that 
the ships which were to sail today, would be delayed till 12 oclock tomorrow only, & it is now 
nine at night. I am very glad you recieved [sic] my letters with the drawing of the House & that 
my dear James liked it pray tell him I will not let another opportunity pass without sending him 
views of all the houses we have inhabitted [sic] in India, & such other things as I think will 
amuse him, but I am so anxious to work for improvement only that I take no care of the things I 
do. I have sent George Samuel two or three little scraps with a request that he will give me a 
little instruction. You complain that I have not given a view of the Sea with the house now my 
dear Hetty, if you just recollect, I have told you that we see the Sea from the House & therfore 
[sic] to draw the house I must necessarily turn that end towards the Sea which could not 
conveniently describe it, but you shall have it in all directions fore & aft. Poor Sir Henry too he 
has not acknowledged the books I wonder of that too but to say the truth he has little time for 
reading them. Mr. Cobbet3 lies on the table by me now. Sir H-- carries them about with him but 
poor soul he has so little leisure, he reads when he can, but it is not often, this is a wretched 
country in many respects here are no comfortable places to go to. Nothing like Poplar Walk in 

3 William Cobbet (1763-1835) English journalist, MP and author. 



the whole country, & then yet 15 thousand miles & 5 months voyage, blunt the edge of a mans 
political appetite considerably, particularly with such a charming government & such curious 
politicks as he has to consider & contemplate here, he has not been able to come up to us 
every night lately as he used to do but stays down at St. Thome for 3 or 4 nights at a time during 
the Sessions & Trials [?] time which latter is now, & he has not been with us these three nights, 
when he does come it is about nine or ten o'clock quite tired & he generally takes up a book 
after telling us the news, sits down on a couch & falls asleep in half an hour, with some difficulty 
we make him sensible to go to bed, & he awakes at five in the morning & sets off again to 
business (3) I guess this will plead his excuse to James but I have no doubt but he will give an 
account of himself, it is not want of inclination to read but want of leisure, & as I told you want of 
those conveniences which in a country of luxuries you enjoy it is impossible for me to give you 
an account of the poverty of the land in these respects or rather the riches of the land speaking 
as a native Hindoo--but if you ask my good friend Mrs. Trent she will tell you all the particulars of 
the Inconveniences of this uncivilized place. I am glad you see a good deal of my friend the 
General I thought it would be strange if you were not friends. I have not written to him because I 
was so sadly in the dumps but I shall by the next opportuny [sic] you delight me by telling me 
that John Gwillim says he has written to me for though I have never seen a line of him it is a 
sufficient satisfaction to me if he thinks he ought to have written to me & sometimes remembers 
me, my heart is many a pound the lighter for hearing it, & it would have saved me many a tear 
to have heard it before which I could not help dropping to the memory of an old & dear (& as I 
thought) lost friendship. I shall write to him (4) again in consequence of the information. The 
account you give of Ned & Nancy is very grateful to me I hope with my whole heart that they will 
do well the mischief [?] of a low & evil spirit, especially a sordid one will I think never be 
permitted to do them harm, let them but do right & remember the words of the Psalmist. "I have 
been young & am old yet I hath ["not" missing] seen the righteous man forsaken or his seed 
begging their bread." The truth of which I am fully convinced of. The fault you find in Tom James 
education is a very generall [sic] one. I know not how it is whether the masters really pay too 
much attention to the dead languages & too little to our own, or that they think only of receving 
[sic] their money & neglecting their duty altogether but certainly the young men of whom I see 
great numbers are extremely deficient in the English language I have known but few who were 
otherwise & those were young men of high families & educated of Publick Schools. Sir Henry is 
come up he says the packet has closed, however I shall close this & let him take it down in the 
morning, for the chance of a private hand, So God bless (5) you all once more. I have recived 
[sic] nothing more Sir H-- says he had a great many letters for Biss but only one & on business 
to himself. The Ships which brought them are the Albion & Diana. The fleet which, I suppose, 
brings all the letters you mention, will not be here yet, but I hope we shall have another chance 
of writing soon & then you shall all hear of us again & in good spirits now I know you are all well 
& happy 

Yours most affectionately 
M Symonds 

 
 
do not send this to Mr. Gwillim and [?] James 
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[From Mary Symonds to her Sister, Hester "Hetty" Symonds James, 28 July 1806] 
 
(1) Madras July 28th 1806 

My dear Hetty 

As you will see by the publick papers an account of the shocking mutiny which has 
taken place at Vellore, I write a few lines by this uncertain opportunity just to satisfy your mind 
as to our safety; I thank God we are all well, & we have every reason to think ourselves safe, 
the disturbance was occasioned by an order being issued which directed an alteration in the 
dress of the Indian army & interfered with some of the harmless prejudices of these poor 
people. I cannot write you any particulars having only half an hour allowed me to prepare & read 
this, the ship which carries it is an American going to New York. 

On the 27th of June we received your letters by the fleet which left England the first 
week in March they brought us the sad unwelcome news of our dear dear Mothers death You 
have indeed a loss in her, her sweet consoling tenderness her sensible good advice & her 
innocent & vituous [sic] example you will miss, I pray to God to protect you I have wished to be 
with you that I might endeavour to supply her loss to you in some degree by comforting & 
assisting you as (2) as well as I could, poor Nancy too & her dear children have lost a friend, & 
adviser for ourselves she has been sadly [?] lost to us when I took me leave of her before I 
came to this country. I considered it as a last separation, & have scarcely suffered myself to 
hope for the happiness of seeing her again ever since I have been here or if such a wish has for 
a moment entered my mind it has been immediately checked by the recollection that I could 
only at the utmost hope to see her in a declining state & to perform the last sad duties. We will 
write fully to you on this & every other subject soon. We have not recived [sic] any packages by 
those ships except a box containing some sweetmeats from Mrs. Whitley & a basket of seeds 
they were under the care of a Mrs Lee & came very safe & good, ships from England are hourly 
expected here & in them I suppose we shall find packages from you they will also bring us a 
new Governor & Governor General & we expect an entire change of men & measures which is 
much to be desired, for weaker or worse than the present can hardly be. god almighty bless you 
& send us a happy meeting at the expiration of our time of penance in this place; I think you 
need not fear its being prolonged. I have so many things to say to you that I know not how to 
quit my pen, but it must be. Remember to present our most affectionate regards to all our dear 
kind friends & my best love to you dear lovely girl. 

Your ever affectionate sister 
M. Symonds 



 

The order which occasioned the disturbance has been withdrawn & a contrary one published we 
will send you copies of both with all particulars by the regular ships 

 
(3) Received April 7th

 1807 
Mrs. James 
No 39. Bishopsgate Street 
London 

 
[?] Sarah Christiana 
1st Octr. 1806 
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[From Mary Symonds to her Sister, Hester "Hetty" Symonds James, 30 September 
1806] 

 
(1) Madras Septr 30th 1806 

My dearest Hetty 

I wrote a short hasty letter to you in the hope of sending it by an American ship & 
I sent my letter to Sir Edward Pellew who had promised to forward it with his own letters, 
unfortunately the ship did not touch here, & by some accident or other my letter was mislaid in 
his office till yesterday when he sent it me, & the first news I hear this morning is that the Sarah 
Christiana is arrived here from Bengall & will sail again tomorrow. This ship, we heard some 
time ago was to touch here but she has been so long on her passage & there are so many 
privateers in the Bay that we began to think she was either taken or that she would sail from 
Bengall direct, she is going home with despatches, I believe entirely on account of the sad 
mutiny at Vellore, I fear the French papers will give a dreadful account of that lamentable 
business & that you will be apprehensive for the safety of us all 

Thank God the evil has not extended beyond Vellore but attempts have been made at 
other places & a general massacre of the English was intended & certainly would have been 
attempted had the orders of the Commander in Chief been enforced, they have however been 
withdrawn (2) & I am sorry to say others are now publishing allmost [sic] as dangerous, from 
running into the contrary extreme our blessed Governor is now contrary to all advice making 
concessions to the natives which never were thought of before & which will of course convince 
them that they have only to oppose whatever they dislike, in order to obtain its opposite. Betsy 
has written you a very long letter she prepared it in order that she might not be taken by surprise 



or miss any chance that might occur knowing that you would be most particularly anxious to 
receive answers to your last letters & to those you wrote in the End of February giving us the 
melancholy account of the death of my deare [sic] kind, good, mother. Those letters we received 
on the 27th of June. The ships came in on the 26th & Richard Clarke went into the Fort very 
early in the morning of the 27th in order to procure our letters, & I waited anxiously for them & 
wondered much he did not send them so soon as usual at last Sir Henry came into my room, & 
went out again two or three times without saying a word & I then began to think there was 
something amiss, I questioned him & he told me he had no letters but Richard had written him 
word that there was some ill news for us & it had been mentioned by Genl Trent, I instantly 
summoned each dear loved friend to my recollection thought over & over which I should endure 
to find myself separated from for ever, but could not determine & at last was become so anxious 
& miserable in suspence [sic] that even the afflicting news I heard was  a relief, being a 
certainty. The next trouble was to break it to poor Betsy which Sir Henry did by shewing her his 
fathers letter in which the sad event was not mentioned, but he said he had serious 
apprehensions from the nature of her disorder, Sir Henry tried to pacify her by assuring her that 
he had no further letter on the subject, & we all sat down together, but seeing me more 
depressed than herself she guessed the truth, & after endeavouring to reconcile her to the event 
by such arguments as the case admitted of, we acknowledged the truth. she was of course very 
much affected by it for a time but I am happy to say she has not suffered from it as much as I 
feared she would indeed I know not how it is but it seems to me by no means so great an 
affliction as I ever thought it would be, when formerly I have considered such a separation as a 
naturall [sic] probable event, but God never sends afflictions without comfort, for those who are 
inclined to receive it & surely in this instance he has not forgotten his creatures; for what a 
blessed example has he given us in the life & death of this faithful servant of his? & how has he 
rewarded the cares of the one by the peaceful Tranquility of of [sic] the other? Happy in her 
children, surrounded by [  ?] friends, & contributing to the happiness, the health & the 
prosperity of those she loved, almost to the last hour of her virtuous life. Separated as we have 
been from her & unaccustomed to hear her voice or see her face & watch the regular change 
which time (3) must have made in her. I think of her continually as I left her & except when I am 
writing on the subject or called upon by some particular train of thought. I forget that she is gone 
from us & sometimes catch myself thinking what will be her opinion when she hears of this of 
that occurence [sic]; but I have really no melancholy thoughts on the subject on the contrary my 
spirit & my soul rejoices in the thought & in the hope that my last hour may resemble hers, & 
though my trials may differ in their nature that I may bear them after her example of patience & 
resignation. My first wish is to act in such a way as she would approve of, supposing she could 
overlook every part of my conduct. Her little property, that is, my portion of it I wish to bestow in 
the way I think she would have been pleased to have seen it disposed of I will not now say how 
because I fear I am not at present at liberty to dispose of it at all. Sir Henry wished me to accept 
of Betsy's part, but God forbid that even a farthing of it should be expended for my use how 
dreadful would be my feelings if I thought it possible that I should ever be forced to diminish 
instead of increasing that little (\store for the purposes I wish it destined to, how should I 
reproach myself for a wretched ill spent youth. I have declined his offer but have given him no 
positive reason for it (4) perhaps however he may guess what my objections are he tells me that 



though I do not accept of it yet he wishes it to be in my name in order to save trouble & expence 
to that of course I cannot object, but as I do not understand business of this nature I cannot 
explain to you what the difficulties are which are to be obviated by this union, but I conclude Sir 
H-- will write his opinion to Mr. James & direct what he wishes to have done my most earnest 
desire now is to find myself in such a situation as shall enable me to do what my heart & 
conscience direct me to. I shall not trouble you further on this subject untill [sic] I can speak with 
direction upon it. By the regular ships which I expect will sail in a fortnight after this I will 
certainly write to my dear Ned, & Tom & to all my kind friends whose correspondence is the 
greatest pleasure I have in the world. I have made you a small copy of our dear Mothers picture 
& intend to send it by the next ships. I shall also copy it for Ned & Nancy, as soon as I can, but I 
fear I shall not have theirs ready for the same opportunity. I am just told that this ship is to be 
despatched some hours sooner than I expected & I must therfore [sic] close this immediately 
although my head & heart are full of the subject. [word erased] I have written upon, It is not 
however very material as another opportunity will certainly occur very soon. 

 
[*Sir* - piece missing] Henry desires me to say that Mr. Gwatkin (5) will pay a hundred pounds 
into Mr. James's hands on his account. I have three people standing by me & hurrying me to 
conclude so I can say no more, but request you to make my kindest remembrances to every 
dear friend & assure them I will write to each & every one of them by the regular ship, this is a 
very uncertain opportunity & the ship though a remarkably good sailer is very likely to be taken 

God bless & preserve you & my dear James, give my best love to the Thoburns & tell 
them I have recived [sic] thier [sic] kind present of gloves. 

Your most affectionately 
M. Symonds. 

 
(6) letter received in 1807 
Mrs. James 
Bishopsgate Street, within 
 London 

 
Please to read this & keep it 
for Mrs James do [?] it 
to Mrs G_ but send it as 
soon as you can to Weston[?] 
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[From Mary Symonds to her Sister, Hester "Hetty" Symonds James, November 1806?] 

 
(1) No Date (Nov 1806 written in) 

My dearest Hetty, 

I have written you two letters neither of which have yet left India although I wrote them in the 
hope & expectation that you would receive them at least a month earlier than this. We have 
been a very long time, without an opportunity of acknowledging your letters or communicating 
our thoughts to you. In both my former letters I have mentioned the subject nearest my heart, & 
all our hearts, the death of our dear loved mother. I trust I feel her loss if loss to one it can be 
called) as a christian. I am thankful to the Almighty for the great benefits we have all received 
from her examples her meekness, moderation, her prudence which enabled her to do so much 
with her very, very little; her innocent useful life, & all her virtues, appear to me as blessings 
bestowed upon all and as such we ought to be most grateful for them and rather to think of 
God's goodness in so long continuing to us such peculiar advantages than to repine at his will in 
taking her to himself after a well spent life & in such happy circumstances, attended by frinds 
[sic] & children who sincerely loved her. The account of this sad event we received on the 27th 
of June, and at the same time Sir Tho Strange arrived in India after his unworthy & unsuccessful 
journey, he brought out the news of his mothers death which happened after he left her & which 
he heard afew [sic] hours before he sailed. I do not think my dear mother (2) was in any danger 
of experiencing similar misfortune to Old Lady Strange had her life been continued to her as 
long, but I could not help comparing the events & I draw comfort from the comparison. When we 
came to India Old Lady Strange was in good health & quite flushed with spirits in the supposed 
success & greatness of her sons. The eldest of whom was married to the daughter of a great 
Minister, rich & powerful. The second a Chief Justice & the third whom she had not seen from a 
boy & consequently knew very little of, was a ColL in the Army, all this from so humble a 
begining [sic] as hers might well be supposed to fill her heart with joy, & pride, & how terrible 
must the great change have been which she just lived to see. A visit which her son the ColL paid 
her must have convinced a woman of her understanding that he could not be respected by any 
one, an Idiot, & a Sot. The eldest son & great support of all, became a Bankrupt & forced to quit 
his country at 53 years old, & Sir Thos having quitted his employment most dishonourably in 
hopes of regaining the wealth his brother had wasted, became the tool of a weak government, 
whose paltry or wicked vices he intended to forward by Ld Melvilles interest, his object was 
defeated by the disgrace of the Minister, himself on the verge of loosing [sic] his employment, & 
obliged to return disgracefully the bearer himself of a publick letter from his Sovereign 
addressed to the Courts in India expression of high disapprobation at his quitting the 
appointment his King had honoured him with. What a melancholy parting must this mother & 



son have had. Poor woman! it was too much for her, she sunk under it & died in three days 
afterwards. How unlike was this sad end to the peaceful departure of our beloved parent. Sir 
Thos Strange is the most altered man in the world, since his brother came out, to India, & he 
now seems to be running headlong into all the follies he can think of, he is just going to be 
married to a girl of nineteen ugly enough god knows, but he being 52, she has persuaded him 
that his resistless charms have won her heart & she has fallen so much in love with him during a 
month she has been staying at his house that he is obliged to take compassion on her young 
heart, & marry her, she is the daughter of Sir Wm Burroughs. The youngest of two who 
accompanied him here on his way to Bengal, he left this place a few days ago with his eldest 
daughter leaving the love sick lass behind him she is under the protection of Lady Wm Bentinck 
till the happy union takes place, these Miss Burroughs's have been dashing about London in a 
great deal of shewy but I suppose not very good company, for the father came to India a 
Barrister about 15 years ago, he never practised his profession at all but he made a large 
fortune entirely by gameing it is said above a hundred thousand pounds. This like other ill gotten 
pilf soon melted for he went home only 7 years ago, with all this money, lost every penny of it in 
the same way he gained it, is now very much in debt & come out here, (to the shame of those 
who appointed him) a Judge on the Bengal establishment, with these two girls absolutely 
brought to market to sing & play to any stupid booby that has got a sum of money to lose at 
Hazard & to marry themselves off as well as they can. We have had no (3) we have had no 
news from England either publick or private since April an unusually long time to be without an 
overland despatch, & we are all very anxious to hear what is going on under your new 
administration & what new appointments are intended for India. We hope to hear of some man 
of sense to be sent out to govern this important country, & whomsoever he may be he will find 
employment enough for his utmost exertions & abilities in undoing if that be possible the 
mischief the foolish obsinate [sic] people have done your newspapers will of course be filled 
with accounts of the dreadful disasters in this country particularly the masacre [sic] at Vellore, 
with this I shall send you some papers which will be curious to yourself & your freinds [sic], one 
or two if I can procure them as I think I shall of the ridiculous orders of government which 
principally occasioned the mutiny. The discontent of the Troops has been quite general 
throughout the country, inexperience & obstinacy & extreme weakness characterise our 
government & all its measures. The concessions now made to the natives may probably be 
more mischiefous [sic] than even the tyranous [sic] orders themselves. The Indian Army is 
formed partly of Hindoos & partly of Mussulmans. They have until this time shewn great 
attachment to the English they submitted quietly to every regulation & fought our battles 
faithfully & well, & this because a few harmless prejudices of theirs have not before been 
interfered with. The Hindoos think themselves poluted [sic] by the touch of leather & the 
Mussulmans it is well known abominate the Hogs & every thing belonging to it yet the wise 
heads here must needs contrive either from want of employment or want of brains, to make a 
new Turban in which a (4) piece of pig's skin was introduced; a stick of cows leather & this 
turban an order was given out to inforce [sic] the Seapoys [sic] wearing. The Mussulmans 
objected to the pig's skin & the HIndoos to the form of the Turban which they said resembles 
that of a Pariah, or outcast. They remonstrated but were punished & commanded to comply. 
Another order was issued immediately after this in which it was directed that uniformity should 



be preserved in the looks of the Seapoys as much as possible they were to cut thir [sic] 
Whiskers for that purpose & the Hindoos were to appear without marks on thier forehead, how 
to tell a Hindoo that he shall not mark his forehead is much the same thing as if you were forbid 
to use the sign of the cross in Baptism, besides the timid fears of these poor people & thier 
superstitions: they were persuaded at one time that the English intended to convert them all to 
Christianity by force, & at another that they intended to make them & thier families slaves to 
them for ever, these are always the great evils they apprehend, & even the introduction of the 
Cow hat they for some time supposed to be introduced as a mark by which their children would 
one day or other be claimed by the company as slaves, finding however that was not enforced 
they have gradually complied with it; & possibly had these orders for the dress of the Army been 
given to the Officers commanding the Regiments, to be brought forward at their discretion, in 
the course of a few years they might have been submitted to, or at least the principle part of 
them; but no, these weak obstinate people would take no advice the order was issued & to be 
enforced all at once. The poor Natives persuaded that their eternal happiness was at stake 
determined to oppose & resist the thing they so much dreaded (5) & there is no doubt but a 
general massacre of the English was intended throughout the country, to talk of cutting or 
pulling a Mussulmans whiskers is the greatest insult that can be offered to him & the folly of 
requiring uniformity in the faces of a regiment is surely the most ridiculous thing ever heard of. If 
I were to write Volumes I could not relate half the ridiculous things which have been done here 
lately in direct opposition to all the advice of the most experienced persons in the country, 
certain it is that the mischief done cannot be undone in many years perhaps they never may our 
mutual confidence has been so completely shaken. Poor Mrs. Fancourt4 narrative I shall send 
you a copy of, & also another account given us by a Gentleman who was at Vellore. ColL & Mrs. 
Fancourt & indeed many almost all the Officers who were killed there we know, some only by 
sight but others intimately. The Governor has now ordered all the Sepoys to wear what marks 
they please & when they please, now this is running into a contrary extreme for although a 
general order frightened them yet they have for many years been in the habit of complying with 
the request of their Officers not to mark their faces till after parade. The other day two 
companies refused to march as they were ordered without two months pay in advance this 
resistance was immediately communicated to the government & the demand was complied with. 
It is (I believe) the intention of the government to represent the sons of Tippoo (who were kept in 
the Palace at Vellore as a sort of state prisoners) as the cause of the mutiny by having incenced 
[sic] the Troops, & encouraged them with the hope of Plunder, & it is so far true, that they did, 
taking advantage of of [sic] the discontent of the army, endeavour to make a party & regain thier 
liberty, but undoubtedly the discontent which enabled them to make the attempt, originated in 
the ridiculous orders of Government. However even admiting [sic] that the Sons of Tippo - (or 
princes as they choose to call them, tho no princes at all) have been the sole cause of this 
shocking affair, then [words crossed out] why were these men placed in such a situation as to 
suffer them to do so much mischief? Why were men left in such a wretched state? They had 
very large allowances which they had no use for, they were guarded by troops which for the 

 
 

4 Amelia Farrer, Lady Fancourt, wife of the commandant, Sir John Fancourt, and author of an eyewitness 
account of the Mutiny. 



most part had been in their fathers service, and of course were easily bribed to secrecy with the 
gold they were so (imprudently supplied with. 

You will see by a paper I send you how many British lives this business has cost, 
besides which the two Batalions [sic] of Seapoys were utterly cut to pieces & destroyed, & all 
this has been owing the folly of changing the form of a Seapoys Cap. 

I hope long before time you have seen our friends Mr. Keene & Mr. Prosser & that they 
have both succeeded in getting the packages ashore which they were so kind as to take charge 
of. Mr. Toppington the mate of the Airly Castle took a large case containing an Argus Pheasant 
& many loose feathers of the same kind of Bird & also some other curious birds which may be 
worn as ornaments, should he have been so fortunate as to convey them safely to you you will 
see a curiosity which may be amusing to yourself & your friends, however should it be lost do 
not be uneasy about it for Betsy has another complete bird lately given to her, which she will 
send whenever an opportunity offers, but at this time we do not know any person going home 
whom we could ask to carry (6) so large a package. I shall send you by some person or other a 
few drawings, as you told me you & Dear Mr James, were pleased with the sketch of our house 
I have made you several others which though bad enough as drawing will yet serve to give you 
an Idea of the places we have inhabited & I shall write their description on the back. We have a 
Mr. William in our house at present he is a captain in the Bengal service, a Son of Mr. George 
Williams of Friars Gate Hereford, whom you must recollect, this young man arrived yesterday & 
is come ashore to stay with us as long as the ships remain in the Roads, but that we expect will 
be but a short time, by him I shall perhaps, send the drawings, & amongst them you will find one 
which badly done as it is you will highly value it is the copy of our dear Mothers picture I shall 
also send to you a portrait of my most excellent friend Richard Clarke which I have done for his 
father, but it is his particular wish that it should be first sent to you, & that you will shew it to 
whomsoever you think amongst your friends will feel an interest in his favour. If you have 
received my letters which I wrote to you last March you will not be surprised to hear that you 
have one friend in whose mind he is particularly desirous of obtaining that interest, but least you 
should not have received those letters, I shall make use of the same contrivance I did then & on 
a separate half sheet, repeat as nearly as I can recollect what I then said. You will be so good 
as to send the portrait to Mr. James Clarke when you have done with it & he will forward (7) I am 
sorry to say my representation is very far from doing him justice for he has not much beauty of 
feature but a peculiar sweetness of expression which is very difficult to represent at least too 
difficult for me to catch, tho I feel as every one does who knows him its influence; he is most 
wonderfully beloved & is a proof that virtue must be pleasing to people of all description The 
picture has a dulnes[sic] in the eyes which he has not, & it is  altogether graver and heavyer 
[sic] looking which I beleive [sic] is owing to his not being able to sit to me regularly only at 
scraps & spare bits of time when perhaps he was tired with business. The mouth & lower part of 
the face is however somewhat better, but his eyes have a very sprightly arch look when he 
speaks. He is a well proportioned young man & a good hight [sic] about 5 feet 10 inches, his 
disposition is infinitely better than that of any young man I ever knew, for he inherits all his 
fathers generosity and benevolence, yet having more experience in the world in early life he is 
rather more cautious & attentive to worldly concerns, his temper is sweetness itself, he is never 
ruffled by trifles or sorrowed by misfortunes but he has occasionally shown that he has no want 



of proper spirit. This temper is joined to a mind perfectly virtuous to habits of industry, he has 
abided all the irregularities which young men usually fall into & that most honourably to himself 
for he has had the same opportunities & been exposed to the same temptations, but fortunately 
for him not till he had had sufficient experience to see the folly & great danger of doing wrong, 
he has strong feelings a very warm & tender heart, with extreme delicacy of manners & a great 
proof of their pleasingness is the high opinion the young men his acquaintances have of him, for 
they consult him as a superior in understanding & knowledge of business yet with the 
confidence which his sweetness of temper naturally inspires, I do assure you I have never seen 
his equal, although (8) I have seen many good, & unless we could mix with beings of a superior 
order I am persuaded that in no one can be found less to condemn or more worthy of 
admiration. I believe you will have a letter from him both he & Mr. Biss threaten you with saucy 
ones too in return for the rubs you gave them in your last letter to Mr. Biss about thir [sic] not 
writing regularly, & giving a proper account of the things you send them out. Poor Richard was 
rather unlucky in his investment having to this time never received the Cloth for coats, which 
you mentioned or the cotton stockings & three pair of the silk ones, We suppose you must have 
made a separate package of those articles & sent them by some other ship for if Mr Prosser 
had brought them I think he would not have forgotten it, & yet you did not mention (in any letters 
which has come to hand), that you had separated those things from the other packages. The 
box of Paints also which you have repeatedly mentioned we have never received, but as the 
Indian ships have been so unlucky lately we conclude that those things & doubtless many 
letters have been lost, the loss of the Lady Burgess  from the last Fleet which arrived here was 
a dreadful thing, & as she was the only ship for this place direct she of course had all the 
Madras letters in her except those which came by private hands we thought ourselves very 
fortunate in having these you sent us by Mr. Graham they were a great relief to our minds & it 
was particularly gratifying to us at that time to see a person who had seen you. We have been in 
hopes of receiving the Packages you mention in those letters before this time & I have delayed 
writing as long as I could in expectation that should have the pleasure of acknowledging their 
arrival but as the ships they were to be sent by have been detained at Portsmouth so late as the 
end of May, (which we find they were by an overland despatch arrived yesterday) we begin to 
fear the ships will be forced to go to Bengall to avoid our monsoon which is near setting in & in 
that event they will probably not put in here till January or February the letters will however be 
sent round by the Post, if it should be the case, but there is yet a chance that they may come 
here. We were very anxious for their arrival some time ago as we had great difficulty in 
procuring any decent mourning & have really been forced to wer [sic] wretched things we have 
had muslin dyed in this country for every purpose which looks well enough but they have not the 
art of fixing the colour so that our poor skins are every night as black as our gowns, & the smell 
of the dye they use is very odious. Our friend Mr. Biss is as you will hear from himself still at 
Madras but Ld Wm has said that he & all the young men of the Institution are to be sent on 
surveys to different parts of the country as soon as the cool weather commences. Wm Shewed 
me part of a letter he received from his sister in which she says her mother had requested her to 
write to me but she did not choose to begin the correspondence, but declined it from (diffidence 
giving reasons for so doing which are by no means well founded, for she certainly is a 
remarkably good writer & would be a very valuable correspondend [sic] to me. The ground on 



which she has declined writing to me makes it a very delicate matter for me to begin otherwise it 
is a thing I very much wish to do, & perhaps before the ships sail I may prevail on myself to 
sacrifice my modesty to my gratitude which is very great to Mrs. Biss & her kind & excellent 
family for their attention to my dear mother my feeling on that account direct me to do any thing 
& every thing that lies in my power, to oblige them. (9) Genl Trent will no doubt be curious to 
see the accounts of the Vellore business & I shall refer him to you for them as I cannot get them 
copied again in time. Richard has sent copies to his father & I believe to his uncle. 

We have a very fine young man living with us at present he has been with us these three 
months his name is Gwatkins he is of a very genteel family in Cornwal & has been remarkably 
well educated in every respect he is in the Civil service & was introduced to us by a letter from 
Mr. Cove who is somehow distantly related to his father, his mother is a niece of Sir Joshua 
Reynolds we are never without one two or three young men in the house nor indeed are any of 
the families in Madras for it is thought both dangerous & disreputable for any youn [sic] man to 
live at a Tavern, in general they take houses of their own as soon as they have appointments, 
but Sir Henry & Richard are both so fond of Mr. Gwatkin that although he has had a very good 
appointment some time, they cannot make up their minds to part with him. Poo [sic] young 
Bennington whom I mentioned to you in my former letters is lately dead, he came out with Ld 
Wm Bentink which circumstance his parents thought would secure his fortune being made but 
unfortunatey [sic] they forget that the poor boy had not abilities to do himself credit & 
consequently that their having him in the ship was rather a disadvantage as it gave them an 
opportunity of knowing his weakness but too well, & they never paid him the smallest attention. 
Poor creature he was both week & faulty for where he left us [sic] & joined his Regiment he fell 
into all the follies of the young men he met with & they are a very profligate set in his Regt he 
gambled swore horridly & practiced other vices in short he destroyed his health & came here 
such an object so thin & gostly [sic] that he was a shocking spectacle & quite a hopeless subject 
for by the account of Biss & Richard he declared that all his sufferings had not improved his 
principles, he was so very ill that the Surgeon, who attended him advised his going to Penang 
[?] & there he died I have kept this letter open as usual, till I am threatened with the packet 
closing without it but I always like you to have the latest information possible, I have copied the 
papers I sent you last march & enclose it least [sic] you should wonder what I am talking about 
in some part of this (10) I think you will now guess who is the person therein alluded to. I have 
not said one word about my niece because it is so long since I heard of her; I heartily pray for 
her health & beg you will give her a thousand kisses for me, I have sent some little drawings for 
Mr. Keene, but have directed them you because I like that you & George Samuel should see 
them pray remember me most kindly to him & tell him I hope to recive [sic] some hints from him. 
I have been trying to work in body colours a little lately & I send you a specimen, of my 
performance, in a copy I have made of a holy family from a print, you will find it amongst the 
drawing which are for yourself, I think I shall like it for some things & therfore beg the favour of 
you to send me the following colours & c which I am sure God will have the goodness to assist 
you in procureing [sic], & I beg the favour of you to let them be properly packed & directed for 
 Me. 
Drawing paper of every description & size. 1 Dozn Sheets each brushes of all sizes for water 
colours ---1Do-- 



Sky brushes one or two, two good penknives & 2 pair of scissors 
 
(Paste do---do--- one small palateotato knife orn, powder knife, 
2 ounces of red Lake 
2 do --prussian blue these are for the body coloring 
¼ pound of Okre [sic] 
1 Ounce of Smalt 
 2 do -- brown pink 
1 Cake of Gaul stone 
1 Do Prussian blue 
2 Do Lake 
2 Do Indigo 
2 Do Vandyke brown 

 
I believe I have nothing more to add to this but my last love to dear James & a thousand 
blessing & kind wishes for you all, & to assure that I am most affectionately yours 

M Symonds 
(11) Per H.C. Ship 
Sheatham 

 
Mrs. James. 
No 39 Bishopsgate Street within 
 London 

 
[An Account of the Vellore Massacre written in an italic hand] 
 
(12) On the morning of the 10th July an insurrection which had been planned and concerted 
between the Princes, and the Native Troops of the Garrison of Vellore broke out in that Fortress 
at half past two o Clock._The Smallest alarm was not excited or the least Suspicion of what was 
to take place, felt by any of the Europeans within the Fort, till the moment of the Mutiny taking 
place._From the result of long and careful enquiries, it appears that the resolution to attempt the 
insurrection and to effect the massacre of all the Europeans on that night, was not taken till the 
Evening of the same day, when the intention was communicated to the Palace, and to Prince 
Moizuddeen5

    Preparation were accordingly  made, and the Principal Conspirators took the 
duty of the Main Guard, and the different Guards    Most of the N.C. & N.C. Officers  in charge 
of the different Guards, were those who were Principals in the Conspiracy and bound by oath to 
attempt the establishment of a Mussulman Government, and the destruction of all the 
European. It appears that the Men on the Main Guard were ordered after being relieved to 
 load, by which precautions the greatest proportions of the Men on the Guard were loaded by 12 
oClock. The 1st Bn 1st Rt had the whole of the Guards The 2nd Bn 23rd Rt had been warned for 

 
5 Prince Moizuddin, son of Tipu Sultan 
(http://museumsofindia.gov.in/repository/record/vmh_kol-C1193-22096) 



a Field day the following morning , and had been supplied with blunt Cartridges  To be ready 
for the Field day, a greater proportion of men than usual slept in the Barracks, and it appears to 
have been from this Circumstance that it was resolved by the principal Conspirators that the 
attack should be made that night 

The Garrison Guards consisted of 256, including non Commissioned Men, and about 
535 of the 23rd  were in the Barracks Exclusive of the Garrison Guards it may be estimated 

 

that the Number of Men of the 2nd Bn 2nd Rt on Regimental duty and off duty in the Barracks 
amounted to 103  Men    There  would therefore be about 900 Men within the Fort.     As soon 
as the hour of Two was struck and in Consequence of Messages having passed from the Main 
Guard to the Barracks Subidar Sheikh Adam, and Jemidar Sheikh Hussain of the 23rd awakened 
the Sepoys of that Corps, and ordered them to rise, arm, and fall in.  Those  who were dilatory 
or questioned the Motive for such orders, the Jemidar struck and abused_ The Regimental 
Piquets were the first that got ready, and the Two Light Companies of each Corps The two 
Native Officers broke open the Regimental Stores, brought out Barrels of Ball Ammunition, and 
ordered the Sepoys to fill their Pouches-- as soon as a sufficient number were  ready and 
formed they were marched down to the European Barracks, which they surrounded. About half 
past two, a single Musket was fired as a Signal--at this instant the Sepoys of the Main Guards 
who had previously loaded, jumped up and fired (13) upon the Europeans at the Guard who 
were Sleeping, and at the same instant, the Sepoys who had surrounded the Barracks 
commenced firing upon the Men who were Sleeping_The firing became immediately general, 
and the Drum of the Main Guard which Commenced beating to arms was instantly silenced, and 
the Drummer Shot The 3 Officers on the Main Guard were also instantly shot The firing 
Continued and the Sepoys having Surrounded the Houses of the Officers prevented them 
getting to the Barracks     The Europeans in the Barracks had only 6 rounds of Cartridges in 
their Pouches, and the Sepoys had possessed themselves of their Magazine, as well as the 
Arsenal--a heavy and destructive fire was kept up, upon the Barracks thro' the Windows; about 
5 oCLock the Sepoys had got 3 Six Pounders to bear upon the Barracks, and opened a fire of 
round and grape Shot, which did great execution_The Europeans being unable to get out of 
their Barracks, the Sepoys had entire possession of the Fort,  and were dispersed all over it, 
and along the Ramparts firing in every direction, and by word of Command.   

It might have been hoped, that at daylight this horrid Mutiny would have ceased, but the 
fire became much heavier and smarter. It now appears, that about 6 oCLock the Sepoys went 
to the Palace, and the Native Officers had a conference with Prince Maizuddeen, and 
Mahuddeen received from his Servants, the Mysore Flag which was instantly hoisted, and the 
Sepoys were presented with Beetle, Rice, [  ?] in the Palace     A great number of 
the Palace adherents came into the Fort, and assisted in the insurrection, and Mahomed 
Hussain, the Son of Syed Ghaffer (the celebrated General of Tippoo Sultan) assisted in working 
the Guns, and taking aim at the European Barracks The Guards posted on the outside of the 
Fort, came in, and joined the insurgents   The Men who had slept outside the Fort the 
preceding night (about 500 Men) as well as the Sick from the Hospital came in, and also great 
numbers of the Inhabitants.   

The Sepoys had by this time put to death every European Officer that was found and 
plunder and liquor soon engaged their attention Every House was plundered of every article 



in it, and the different Cash Chests in the Public Offices, most fortunately at this time began to 
occupy their attention. Entirely occupied with drink and plunder they soon became unruly, and 
inattentive to the instructions of the Principal Conspirators, and every attempt to make them 
Unite for the purpose of securing the Hill Fort, and adopting the necessary precaution for 
maintaining the large Fort proved ineffectual The Sepoys and the Inhabitants were 
promiscuously engaged in plundering the Paymaster's Cash Chest, and the different Officers 
Houses.  The firing was still kept up, upon the European Barracks.  It happened by (14) 
fortunate accident that Mr. Jones, Surgeon, Mr. Dean, Assistant Surgeon, Lieut. Adjutant Ewing, 
Lieutt Mitchell, and Captn MacLachlan driven by the fire of the Sepoys out of their own houses, 
assembled in one House, and by disarming a small Guard posted at Lieutt and AdjT  Ewing's 
they were enabled to defend themselves from the fire of the Sepoys till greater numbers 
attacking them, they were driven out of their house, and succeeded in getting into the European 
Barracks After getting in, they headed the Men of the 69th, made a dash out, and formed, they 
got upon the Ramparts, which they soon cleared, and took down the Mysore Flag In this 
operation one man who had ascended the Flagstaff was shot from the Outside of the Fort     
The 69th  soon got possession of the Gates, and kept them  about this time the alarm was 
spread that the Cavalry were coming The Sepoys who were busy plundering, threw down their 
Arms, and made their Escape thro' the Sally Port by hundreds about Ten oClock Colonel 
Gillespie with the advanced Squadron of Cavalry arrived, but having no Guns with it, no thing 
could be done till the remainder of the Regiment came up  The Colonel was drawn up with 
ropes over the walls into the Fort, and took the Command of the 69th. The remainder of the 19th 

Regiment, and all the Native Cavalry Soon after arrived, blew open the Gates, and charged into 
the Fort Very little opposition was made, a smart fire for a few minutes was kept up, but soon 
ceased The Fort was of course instantly recovered, and the barbarities committed during the 
Morning by the insurgents exposed   The following Unfortunate Victims to their brutal Rage 
were cruelly, and inhumanely Murdered. The Sick Europeans in Hospital were also cruelly 
Massacred Every Officers House was plundered, and the Survivors had nothing left, but the 
Cloaths on their backs A few Officers lived outside the Fort  at the Commencement of the 
Mutiny Captn Stevenson of the 23rd fortunately galloped off to Arcot to communicate the alarm of 
what was taking place at Vellore His report happily procured the assistance of the Cavalry 
under Colonel Gillespie, as before Stated Lieutt Colonel Forbes, and Major Trotter who also 
lived outside finding they could not get into the Fort, went up to the Hill Fort with Colonel 
Forbes's family, and were joined by a few other officers   The Guard upon the Hill received 
them, and behaved steady, tho' it is now ascertained some of them were in the 
Secret. Immediate Examples were made of some of the insurgents taken in arms, and many 
were cut up by the Cavalry, on the outside.   

The number of Men of both Corps, computed to be killed, on the morning of the 10th July 
is 500 Men. 

(15) The following is an Abstract of the Europeans killed and Wounded by the insurgents 
on the Morning of the 10th

 



 

 
 

Upwards of Twenty of the Wounded, have Since died._ 
List of Officers killed and Wounded on the 10 July. 

Killed. 
 

 Colonel Fancourt Commanding Officer 

Garrison Staff Mr. Smith 
Mr. Mann 

Pay Master 
Deputy Commissary 

H.M.69th
 Lieutt Popham 

Lieutt Ely 

 

1 Bn 1 Rt
 Captn  Miller 

Lieutt Oreilly 
Lieutt Smart 
Lieutt Tichbourne 

16 Rt
 Major Armstrong 

2nd Bn 23d Lieutt Coll McKerras 
Captn Willeson 
Lieutt Winship 
Lieutt Jolly 

 
Wounded 



 

69 Rt
 Captn Bairow 

Captn Maclachlan 
Lieutt Mitchell 

1 B 1 Rt
 Lieutt Cutcliff 

 
 

Several attempts were made to get a party of Sepoys to go, and secure possession of 
the Hill Fort, but owing to their being engaged in plunder, they could not be collected It 
appears there were but few Native officers within the Fort during the Mutiny, most of them 
having gone up to the Hill Fort. 

The insurrection appears to have been planned and matured for two months previous to 
its actually breaking out The attack had been resolved upon to take place twice previous, but 
the day had been changed_ 

 
(16) Copy of a letter from Captain Livingston [?] [A possible error for Captain Thomas 
Sydenham, the Resident at Hyderabad?] 

 
The poison [has] I fear is dessiminated [sic] far & wide, who would have thought that at 

the same time the atrocious deeds were perpetrated at Vellore the same plans were entered 
into at Hydrabad [sic]. 

The night that was to have proved fatal to every European in the place is supposed to 
have been the 12th. In the dead of the night when all was hush, certain of the Band assembled 
to carry into execution their fatal purpose. All of a sudden the most dreadful howling vibrated 
from one end of the line to the other (a mile in length) it proceeded from the Wives and the 
families of the Sepoys endeavouring to drag their husbands to their houses & induce them to 
desist from their design fearing the European Regiments would ultimately overcome & make a 
dreadful example of them, such effect it produced as completely to ruin the line, The Artillery fell 
in and the people finding every one upon the alert retired to their respective houses; their plan 
being thus frustrated of course it took further time to concoct any measure that was to be 
adopted. Things were a suspicious appearance on the 26th when the 15th Regt were at Parade, 
the1st Battalion of them took their stocks off & threw them on the ground, in defiance of 
discipline & every other consideration, I observed a man of the Grenadier Company of the 2nd 
Battalion seize his stock evidently to induce the remainder to follow his example I instantly 
stepped out of the Ranks & seized him, which had such an instantaneous effect that no other 
man in the Corps pulled off his stock the 1st Battalion's seeing they were not followed by the 
2nd Battalion (such cowards are mutineers) immediately buckled on their stocks again and the 
regiment was peaceably dismissed for the evening. As I was returning to my house I was 
hooted and insulted by the Grenadier company of the 2nd Battn who would not quit their lines & 
something serious was expected to happen. If any thing does happen they vow to be revenged 
upon me however I have the consolation to know I am well armed & should be able to shoot two 
or three probably before they would force me to retire 



 

(17) Export from the standing order for the Battalion of the Regiment of Native Infantry 
established by the Commander in Chief in General orders dated 13th March 1806- 

 
10- It is order by the Regulations that a Native Soldier shall not mark his face to denote his 
Cast, or wear Earings when dressed in his uniform & it is further directed that at all Parades & 
upon duties every soldier of the Battalion shall be clean shaved on the chin. It is directed also 
that uniformity shall as far as it is practicable be preserved in regard to the quantity of hair upon 
the upper lip-- 

 
(18) [in an italic hand] 

 
General Orders by Government 
August the 1806 

 
The Right Honorable the Governor in Council has derived great Satisfaction from information 
that the Sepoy named Mustapah Beg of the 1st Battn 1st Native (Regt?) who gave the only 
intimation which was Received of the projected Mutiny at Vellore previously, to the Occurrence 
of that unhappy event, has returned in Safety to that Garrison. 

His Lordship in Council regrets the Circumstances which precluded A more early 
attention to the intelligence which was Conveyed by that faithful Sepoy of the treacherous 
intention of the Native troops of the Garrison of Vellore, But his Lordship has the highest 
Satisfaction in Conferring upon Mustapah Beg a reward proportioned to the Honourable proof 
which he manifested of his fidelity & Attachment to the British Service 

 
(19) His Lordship in Council has - Accordingly resolved that the Sum of 2000 Pag/a [Pagodas] 
Shall be immediately presented to Mustapah Bag6 & that he shall receive for the remainder of 
his life a pension equal to that of a Soobadar of Infantry. His Lordship has further resolved that 
Mustapah Bag shall be presented with a gold medal in the name of the Governor in Council as 
a badge of honor & distinction 
(20) The Mutiny at Vellore, July 1806 

 
Exactly 100 years ago, and almost exactly 50 years before the appalling mutiny which shook the 
British rule in India to its very foundations, a mutiny & massacre at a smaller scale occurred at 
Vellore then a fortified town situated about 88 miles to the west of Madras. After the conquest 
offering [..]tance in 1799, the whole of Tippoo Saib's family, twelve sons and eight daughters, 
were removed by the British to Vellore, which was fitted up for their residence & [word corssed 
out] a liberal allowance was made for their support. On the 10th of July 1806 a revolt & 
massacre took place in the town, in which some of the family of Tippoo were active 
participators. The causes which led to this mutiny, and the circumstances of it, are narrated in 
the following letter, which was written from Madras in September 1806 by a lady whose 
husband occupied a high position in the Government there, and from which it will be gathered 
6 The name is spelled Beg in the first note, and Bag in the second. 



that the outbreak at Vellore was not an isolated attempt, but was intended to be 
followed by others, the consequences of which might have been far more serious. 

 
(21) [blank] 

 
(22) [blank] 

 


